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Source : www.economictimes.indiatimes.com Date : 2020-04-01

COVID-19 BATTLE: WORLD BANK OFFERS $1BN FOR
PROPOSED INDIA PROJECT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: World Bank and India

Mumbai: The World Bank has offered $1 billion to the Indian government for a proposed India
Covid-19 emergency response and health systems preparedness project. This four-year project
aims to develop the preparedness of India’s health care systems in the time of the pandemic.

The idea of the project will be to respond and mitigate the Covid-19 threat and strengthen
national systems for public health preparedness in India, as per the project document.

The World Bank funding is from its Covid-19 fast-track facility where both the entities (World
Bank and the government of India) will work on following the best international practice.

The project, according to the document seen by ET, will measure progress on key indicators
such as proportion of laboratory-confirmed cases of Covid-19 who responded within 48 hours
and the proportion of specimens submitted for SARS-COV-2 laboratory testing confirmed within
WHOstipulated standard time.

According to the project document, the government assessment seems to be that outbreaks like
Covid-19 will continue in the coming years, and hence there needs to be a long-term strategy to
tackle the next wave of the disease.

For example, one of the focus areas of this partnership is on India's emergency response
system to the disease — the aim of this component of the project is to slow down and limit the
spread of Covid-19, the joint document says. This, both the parties say, will be achieved through
providing immediate support to enhance disease detection capacities through increasing
surveillance capacities, port health screening, etc.
Mumbai: The World Bank has offered $1 billion to the Indian government for a proposed India
Covid-19 emergency response and health systems preparedness project. This four-year project
aims to develop the preparedness of India’s health care systems in the time of the pandemic.

The idea of the project will be to respond and mitigate the Covid-19 threat and strengthen
national systems for public health preparedness in India, as per the project document.

The World Bank funding is from its Covid-19 fast-track facility where both the entities (World
Bank and the government of India) will work on following the best international practice.

The project, according to the document seen by ET, will measure progress on key indicators
such as proportion of laboratory-confirmed cases of Covid-19 who responded within 48 hours
and the proportion of specimens submitted for SARS-COV-2 laboratory testing confirmed within
WHOstipulated standard time.

According to the project document, the government assessment seems to be that outbreaks like
Covid-19 will continue in the coming years, and hence there needs to be a long-term strategy to
tackle the next wave of the disease.

For example, one of the focus areas of this partnership is on India's emergency response
system to the disease — the aim of this component of the project is to slow down and limit the
spread of Covid-19, the joint document says. This, both the parties say, will be achieved through
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providing immediate support to enhance disease detection capacities through increasing
surveillance capacities, port health screening, etc.
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Source : www.economictimes.indiatimes.com Date : 2020-04-02

FM NIRMALA SITHARAMAN SEEKS TO ENHANCE IMF
TOOLKIT, EXPAND LIQUIDITY SWAP NETWORK

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: IMF and India

New Delhi: India has asked the International Monetary Fund to use its existing resources to
create a non-stigmatised short term liquidity swap facility, which could be rapidly deployed as
and when needed by the countries. New Delhi has also backed the proposed G-20 action plan
being formulated to counter the impact of Covid-19.

Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman made a specific intervention on reviewing and enhancing
the IMF toolkit and further expanding the swap line network at a video conference of G-20
finance ministers and central bank governors on Tuesday. She suggested that the IMF can
develop innovative and ingenious methods to meet COVID-19 related financing requirements
given that policy space is severely constrained in most countries in these unprecedented
circumstances, an official statement said.

She also emphasised on the need to allow flexibility for countries to engage in new lines of
bilateral swap arrangements. Referring to the G20 Leaders statement, regarding regulatory
measures, she emphasised the importance of ensuring that the financial system continues to
support and revive the economy.
New Delhi: India has asked the International Monetary Fund to use its existing resources to
create a non-stigmatised short term liquidity swap facility, which could be rapidly deployed as
and when needed by the countries. New Delhi has also backed the proposed G-20 action plan
being formulated to counter the impact of Covid-19.

Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman made a specific intervention on reviewing and enhancing
the IMF toolkit and further expanding the swap line network at a video conference of G-20
finance ministers and central bank governors on Tuesday. She suggested that the IMF can
develop innovative and ingenious methods to meet COVID-19 related financing requirements
given that policy space is severely constrained in most countries in these unprecedented
circumstances, an official statement said.

She also emphasised on the need to allow flexibility for countries to engage in new lines of
bilateral swap arrangements. Referring to the G20 Leaders statement, regarding regulatory
measures, she emphasised the importance of ensuring that the financial system continues to
support and revive the economy.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-04-04

$1 BILLION WB AID FOR INDIA TO FIGHT COVID-19
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: World Bank and India

The World Bank has approved a fast-track $1 billion India COVID-19 Emergency Response and
Health Systems Preparedness Project.

The project will help prevent and detect the disease and respond to the pandemic and
strengthen the country’s public health preparedness.

The largest-ever health sector support from the bank to India, approved by the board of
executive directors, will cover all States and Union Territories and address the needs of infected
people, at-risk populations, medical and emergency personnel and service providers, medical
and testing facilities, and national and animal health agencies.

The project will help scale up the efforts to limit human-to-human transmission, including
reducing local transmission of cases and containing the epidemic from progressing further. In
parallel, interventions to strengthen the health system will be rolled out to improve the country’s
capacity to respond to the epidemic and be better prepared to respond to emerging disease
outbreaks, including transmission between humans and animals. Procurement of testing kits;
setting up of new isolation wards — including turning hospital beds into intensive care unit beds;
infection prevention and control; and purchase of personal protective equipment, ventilators, and
medicines, particularly in district hospitals and designated infectious disease hospitals; will be
scaled up under the project. “The World Bank is working in close partnership with the
government to provide urgent and flexible support to the country as it fights the spread of
COVID-19,” Junaid Ahmad, World Bank Country Director for India, said on Friday. “This
operation is expected to enhance surveillance capacities, strengthen diagnostic systems, and
expand the capacity of laboratories,” Mr. Ahmad said.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-04-07

PREPARING FOR SAARC 2.0
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: SAARC and India

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a video conference with South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) leaders on chalking out a plan to combat the COVID-19 Novel
Coronavirus, in New Delhi.   | Photo Credit: PTI

A tweet by Prime Minister Narendra Modi resulted in the first-ever virtual summit of
SAARC leaders on March 15. Their deliberations reflected a recognition of the serious menace
posed by COVID-19 and the need for robust regional cooperation to overcome it. What has
happened to this innovative exercise in health diplomacy since then?

Also read: Back to SAARC: On Modi's video conference with leaders

Those who hastened to dismiss the video conference as a mere show may have been
disappointed. Considering that SAARC has been dormant for several years due to regional
tensions, it is worth stressing that the fight against COVID-19 has been taken up in right
earnest through a series of tangible measures. First, all the eight member-states were
represented at the video conference — all at the level of head of state or government, except
Pakistan. The Secretary General of SAARC participated. They readily agreed to work together
to contain the virus, and shared their experiences and perspectives. Second, India’s proposal
to launch a COVID-19 Emergency Fund was given positive reception. Within days, all the
countries, except Pakistan, contributed to it voluntarily, bringing the total contributions to $18.8
million. Although it is a modest amount, the spirit of readily expressed solidarity behind it
matters. Third, the fund has already been operationalised. It is controlled neither by India nor by
the Secretariat. It is learnt that each contributing member-state is responsible for approval and
disbursement of funds in response to requests received from others. Fourth, in the domain of
implementation, India is in the lead, with its initial contribution of $10 million. It has received
requests for medical equipment, medicines and other supplies from Bhutan, Nepal, Afghanistan,
Maldives, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. Many requests have already been accepted and action
has been taken, whereas others are under implementation. Fifth, a follow-up video-conference
of senior health officials was arranged on March 26. The agenda included issues ranging from
specific protocols dealing with screening at entry points and contact tracing to online training
capsules for emergency response teams. Steps are now under way to nurture technical
cooperation through a shared electronic platform as also to arrange exchange of all useful
information among health professionals through more informal means.

Those who argue that SAARC members have committed rather limited resources for a grave
threat have a point. But they need to study the latest figures which reveal an interesting picture.
So far, South Asia has not exactly borne the brunt of the pandemic. Of the total confirmed cases
in the world that stood at 12,89,380 on April 6 (according to the Johns Hopkins Coronavirus
Resources Center), SAARC countries reported only 8,292 cases, representing 0.64%. Whether
the low share is due to limited testing, a peculiarity of the strain of the virus, people’s unique
immunity, South Asia’s climate, decisive measures by governments, or just good fortune is
difficult to say. But it is evident that India’s imaginative diplomacy has leveraged the crisis to
create a new mechanism for workable cooperation. It will become stronger if the crisis deepens
and if member-states see advantages in working together. Seven of the eight members already
do.

To conclude that SAARC is now returning to an active phase on a broad front may, however, be
premature. In the backdrop of political capital invested by New Delhi in strengthening BIMSTEC
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and the urgings it received recently from Nepal and Sri Lanka to resuscitate SAARC, I recently
posed a question to External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar at a public forum. He said that India
had no preference for a specific platform, but it was fully committed to the cause of regional
cooperation and connectivity. The challenge facing the region is how to relate to a country which
claims to favour regional cooperation, while working against it. Clearly, India has little difficulty in
cooperating with like-minded neighbours, as it showed by forging unity in the war against
COVID-19. This is diplomatic resilience and leadership at its best.

Finally, a thought for consideration of ‘SAARC purists’ who maintain that all proposals for
cooperation should be routed through the Secretariat and activities should be piloted by the
incumbent chair. Given what Pakistan has done to harm India’s interests since the terrorist
attack on the Uri Army base in 2016 and its continuing resistance to cooperation against COVID-
19, the purists’ scenario is unrealistic. Both New Delhi and its friendly neighbours need to start
preparing themselves for SAARC 2.0.

Rajiv Bhatia is Distinguished Fellow, Gateway House, and a former Ambassador. While at the
Ministry of External Affairs, he headed the division which handled India’s relations with four
neighbouring countries
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-04-08

SANCTIONS AND PANDEMIC: THE HINDU EDITORIAL
ON AMERICA’S IRAN POLICY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

America’s refusal to ease sanctions on Iran even when the West Asian country is struggling hard
to contain the novel coronavirus spread with limited resources shows its total disregard for the
humanitarian situation in the Islamic Republic. Iran, the hardest hit by the pandemic in West
Asia, has already seen 3,739 deaths and 62,589 infections. To be sure, Iran failed on multiple
fronts in the battle. The government was initially reluctant to enforce drastic restrictions on
businesses, religious establishments and people. As infections began spreading at an
exponential pace, it was more than what Iran’s health-care system could handle. And during the
crisis, the cash-strapped, isolated regime struggled to meet people’s needs. But what
accentuated these failures are the American sanctions. Last year, the sanctions, reimposed by
President Trump after he unilaterally pulled the U.S. out of the Iran nuclear deal in 2018, shrank
the country’s economy by 8.7%. The fall in oil prices and the pandemic have multiplied Iran’s
woes. The sanctions have also debilitated its ability to import even humanitarian goods. The
U.S. rejected calls for easing sanctions, saying exports of these goods to Iran are already
exempted. But it is not that easy. Most global banks, fearing U.S. retaliation and legal
consequences, stay away from doing business with Iran, which makes it difficult for the Islamic
Republic to find a functional payment mechanism. With the economy in dire straits, it also lacks
the resources to make purchases.

The U.S., which has the most number of COVID-19 infections, should be in a better position to
understand Iran’s woes than any other country. America has already seen about 11,000 deaths
from 368,533 infections. Despite the U.S. being the world’s largest economy, and home to a
gigantic health-care industry, authorities there appear clueless on quick containment. Learning
from its own tragedy, Washington should have suspended or at least eased the sanctions on
Iran, allowing the country to import food, medicines and other humanitarian goods without
restrictions. Such a decision would also have provided an opportunity to both countries — on the
brink of a military conflict early this year — to resume diplomatic engagement. It is still not too
late for Mr. Trump to take a humanitarian decision and turn it into a diplomatic opening. The
Iranian leadership should realise that this is not the time for America-bashing. This is an hour of
crisis, globally. Tehran’s focus should be on getting maximum help from abroad and beefing up
its fight at home to save lives. Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei’s recent comment that Iran
“has the capability to overcome any kind of crisis and challenges” is far removed from reality.
Iranians need help and the U.S. should reconsider its policy of punishing them, at least in this
time of a pandemic.
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2020-04-08

PANDEMIC AMID UNREST
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

The death toll in Iran from the COVID-19 outbreak is more than 3,700, according to the country’s
official sources. More than 60,000 people have contracted the infection in Iran. Many suspect
that the country’s official figures are an underestimation. Unlike several other countries where
the virus was transmitted by tourists, the epicentre of the pandemic in Iran was the holy city of
Qom — a spiritual centre for Shia Muslims. Qom also gets theology students from China, who
could have carried the virus.

The Iranian government, which doesn’t seem to enjoy the trust of a large section of the country,
has bungled the management of the pandemic. People haven’t adequately complied with the
social distancing measures and other guidelines laid down by the global community and the
Iranian state. Initially, Iranian health officials had difficulties closing down the country’s religious
sites. Three days after the official announcement of coronavirus deaths in Qom, the city’s Friday
prayer leader opposed the quarantining of the Fatima Masumeh Shrine. The cleric argued that
the outbreak was a plot by the enemies of the Islamic Republic to tarnish “the reputation of the
sanctuary of Shiites in the world”.

The Iranian government has not quarantined all the high-risk areas of the country – Tehran, for
example, is not under a lockdown. Moreover, because of the US sanctions, hospitals and
doctors do not have access to sufficient medical supplies, masks and ventilators. Tehran’s
mayor has admitted that because of the sanctions, the city’s municipality did not have the
capacity to enforce a lockdown. The Iranian government has applied for a $5 billion loan from
the IMF to fight the epidemic — the first time since the Islamic Revolution that Iran has asked for
such a loan.

Iran has been in turmoil since November last year, when the government killed more than 1,000
protesters — a major reason for the high level of mistrust. Most Iranians believe that the
coronavirus had spread in the country long before the Iranian officials announced the outbreak.
But the economic strangulation of the country as a result of US sanctions and the fall in oil prices
has compounded matters. The country could face a major social and political crisis if matters
don’t improve fast.

Unfortunately, Iran’s political class has been slow in taking the country’s civil society into
confidence, even though some NGOs have mobilised resources to contain the outbreak. In the
past 40 years, the Islamic government has tried to throttle most civil society initiatives. But today,
the enemy is not a dissident intellectual or artist or a woman fighting against the veil. The
monopoly of violence that the Islamic State prides itself on does not matter much to the novel
coronavirus.

If the pandemic continues, the Iranian conservatives, represented by the clerics and the
Revolutionary Guards, will have to open up spaces for dialogue and hold consultations with the
country’s professional classes. The government has already failed to respond adequately by not
paying heed to the opinions of experts. The novel coronavirus is not known to give many
chances. In the coming weeks and months, we will know if Iran manages to come out of this
crisis.

The writer is professor-vice dean and director, Mahatma Gandhi Centre for Peace, Jindal
Global University
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 The Indian Express is now on Telegram. Click here to join our channel (@indianexpress)
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Source : www.economictimes.indiatimes.com Date : 2020-04-08

SAARC DEVELOPMENT FUND ALLOCATES $5 MILLION
FOR COVID-19 PROJECTS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: SAARC and India

The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation ( SAARC) Development Fund (SDF) has
allocated $5 million for Covid-19 related projects in its member states, said a press release from
the organisation on Tuesday.

“The objective of the US$ 5 million allocation is to provide fund support to the Member States in
their efforts and to protect the people of the SAARC Member States by mitigating the financial
losses and severe socio-economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic,” said SDF CEO, Sunil
Motiwal.

To be eligible for the funding, the project would have to involve at least three member nations,
the SDF said. The Bhutan-based body was mandated to build regional integration and economic
cooperation through project funding among its member states.

Its eight member states include Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

Motiwal said that while due diligence will be followed, the approval process will be fast-tracked.
“The approval process, project implementation, fund disbursement, management, monitoring
and reporting shall be as per the existing SDF-Board approved policy, and practices of SDF and
Social Window.”

The SDF is currently implementing 90 projects in all SAARC member states under its three
funding windows, economic, infrastructure and social, with a total fund commitment of $198.24
million.
The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation ( SAARC) Development Fund (SDF) has
allocated $5 million for Covid-19 related projects in its member states, said a press release from
the organisation on Tuesday.

“The objective of the US$ 5 million allocation is to provide fund support to the Member States in
their efforts and to protect the people of the SAARC Member States by mitigating the financial
losses and severe socio-economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic,” said SDF CEO, Sunil
Motiwal.

To be eligible for the funding, the project would have to involve at least three member nations,
the SDF said. The Bhutan-based body was mandated to build regional integration and economic
cooperation through project funding among its member states.

Its eight member states include Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

Motiwal said that while due diligence will be followed, the approval process will be fast-tracked.
“The approval process, project implementation, fund disbursement, management, monitoring
and reporting shall be as per the existing SDF-Board approved policy, and practices of SDF and
Social Window.”

The SDF is currently implementing 90 projects in all SAARC member states under its three
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funding windows, economic, infrastructure and social, with a total fund commitment of $198.24
million.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-04-09

IT’S TIME FOR THE RED BERETS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

Indian peacekeepers at Masisi Territory, North Kivu Province, eastern DRCongo, on April 11,
2019.   | Photo Credit: AFP

The World Health Organisation (WHO) is not equipped to fight a pandemic of this proportion. Its
responsibility is to monitor threats to public health and inform and advise the member states.
The fight against COVID-19 has to be on a war footing. For this we need a composite force that
has the capabilities of massive sanitisation, testing, hospitalisation and providing support
systems. Even the most powerful nations are not able to cope with the effort and there are signs
of conflict on account of shortages of equipment and trained personnel. The only UN body which
has the training for assembling fighting forces for emergencies is the Department of Peace
Operations.

The UN Security Council (UNSC) stands paralysed because of petty battles on the name of the
pandemic, its origin and the need for transparency. It should hold an emergency meeting and
authorise the UN Secretary General to put together a force under Chapter VII of the UN Charter.
The mandate of the Charter should be interpreted to emphasise that this is the greatest threat to
international peace and security. Moreover, conflicts are possible on account of the fragility of
the international system. Member states should be requested to send not only troops, but also
police, health workers and equipment.

In war situations, the Secretary General is able to put together a force in about four months. This
operation requires greater emergency. There is some delicacy about deploying the army
internally in different political systems, but UN forces have been acceptable in most countries.
As for the cost, the responsibility for the deployment of forces for peacekeeping, peace building
and peace enforcement is that of the permanent members. Instead of competing with each other
for leadership of the post-COVID-19 world, let them help create a post-COVID-19 world.

So far COVID-19 has spread in relatively prosperous regions of the world, which have stable
infrastructure and health systems. We cannot trust that it will not spread to less equipped states,
in which the devastation will be much more. Only a UN force which can enforce social distancing
and lockdowns can prevent a catastrophe.

Most Chapter VII resolutions determine the existence of a threat to the peace, a breach of the
peace, or an act of aggression in accordance with Article 39, and make a decision explicitly
under Chapter VII. A UNSC Resolution is considered to be ‘a Chapter VII resolution’ if it makes
an explicit determination that the situation under consideration constitutes a threat to the peace,
a breach of the peace, or an act of aggression, and/or explicitly/ implicitly states that the UNSC
is acting under Chapter VII in the adoption of some or all operative paragraphs.

Chapter VII resolutions are very rarely isolated measures. Often the first response to a crisis is a
resolution demanding the crisis be ended. This is later followed by an actual resolution detailing
the measures required to secure compliance with the first resolution. Sometimes dozens of
resolutions are passed over time to modify and extend the mandate of the first Chapter VII
resolution.

The UN stands discredited today as the UNSC has not been able to meet. It may take place,
now that China has vacated the Security Council chair and Dominican Republic has taken over.
Several resolutions are in circulation, but none under Chapter VII. The first step will be to pass a
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resolution to take action to end the crisis and authorise the Secretary General to request
member states to make personnel available. Meanwhile, another resolution must spell out the
modalities of the operation.

The UN peacekeeping forces are called Blue Berets because of the colour of the caps that they
wear. The health force can have caps of another colour, probably red. The launch of the Red
Berets will be a historic action to be taken at a critical moment. The UN’s relevance will be
established and there will be concrete action taken to end the pandemic.

T.P. Sreenivasan, a former diplomat, is Director General, Kerala International Centre,
Thiruvananthapuram. He tweets @sreeniv
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WILL COVID-19 AFFECT THE COURSE OF
GLOBALISATION?

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: World Trade, WTO and issues involved

The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on free trade is yet to be completely understood.
Biswajit Dhar and Nagesh Kumar spoke to Vikas Dhoot on whether the epidemic would spell
an end to open markets as we know it. Edited excerpts:

Biswajit Dhar: I think we are going towards a new normal now. Much of what we saw in terms
of global integration of trade and finance would suffer in the short run. If you recall, when the
world was hit by economic recession in 2008, trade dipped by almost 10% in 2009 when there
was a 3% decline in global GDP. That’s roughly the relation between trade and growth. When
there’s a boom, trade grows much faster than GDP. The World Trade Organization (WTO) has
now estimated that in a worst-case scenario, global trade could dip as much as 32%, indicating
the kind of dislocation they expect in large economies. It’s going to be a very different ball game
— the first thing that will happen is countries will try to build themselves up. In India, for instance,
we can see the disruption that is taking place — almost 50% of our trade is directly linked with
the micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) sector as even large players have sub-
contracted to the smaller producers. So it is anyone’s guess what the impact is going to be on
trade because of the disruption in production. Going forward, most economies, with the
exception of China, are going to see a very different kind of dynamic as they will try to build up
from where they would be in a few months’ time and then think in terms of how to integrate
themselves again with other countries. My expectation is that this will be a whole new normal
that we haven’t seen — after the first round of global integration that we saw in the first decade
of the 20th century.

Nagesh Kumar: UNESCAP has released its annual Economic and Social Survey on
Wednesday — what we are finding of course, is that the COVID-19 crisis is a challenge never
seen before and it is going to be a bigger shock for the world economy than the global financial
crisis which was only driven by a demand shock. This entails a demand and supply shock and it
is still unfolding. It is now clear that many economies are going to shrink — developed countries
as well as many in the Asia Pacific region that are highly dependent on tourism and commodities
trading will also shrink. Commodity prices are at their lowest in the last 10 years. For India,
however, there is a slight silver lining because of low oil and commodity prices as we are net
importers and, also, since the government is not allowing a full pass-through of the lower global
prices, it means that there is some fiscal space through commodity price reduction. Still, the
disruption in work, especially in MSMEs that are the backbone of manufacturing, trading and
services, is very serious. This is a very large shock to the world economy and many things will
change after we come out of it.

Nagesh Kumar: The process of globalisation was already in retreat and last year, the term
‘slowbalisation’ was being used. World trade had never really recovered since the global
financial crisis — from a 10% growth, it had been hovering around 1%-2%. Add to that the trade
wars and the WTO talks process coming to a grinding halt. Now, with this pandemic, there is
another recognition of the vulnerability that global economic interdependence creates. So some
countries are facing difficulties in getting medical supplies, some find their manufacturing can’t
run as value chains are linked with China. Countries will reconfigure their economies to look at
import substitution with a greater clarity now, as the perils and pitfalls of overdependence on
foreign supplies become clear. Import substitution, that had become a bad word, may be back in
currency.

https://www.thehindu.com/topic/coronavirus/
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Coronavirus | Opeds and editorials

Biswajit Dhar: Over the past week, news has been filtering through that China’s manufacturing
sector is back, with Wuhan coming back into action. Other countries will remain in a lockdown
phase for at least another two months. Nobody is yet talking of the flattening of the curve, and
after that happens, it will take some more time for normalcy. So, if the Chinese get this sort of a
lead in getting their act together, they are going to consolidate their position in the global
economy further. It’s very interesting if you look at the two major events that took place in the
last 20 years — the 9/11 attacks (which coincided with China joining the WTO) and the 2008-09
global recession. After each of these episodes, China came out stronger and acted with alacrity,
did all the pump-priming to stimulate the economy and enhance their global heft… You don’t
have to go too far to see how India got dependent on China after 2008. So this will be the phase
that President Xi Jinping’s dream of being the leader of the globalised world could really come
true. You don’t know how badly it was impacted by the virus. China doesn’t really figure in the
top of countries that have announced stimulus packages. But we know for sure they will do it —
and this factor will determine the response of other countries. Countries are going to be
extremely wary of the superpower that China will become and would like to disengage. I have
absolutely no doubt that India will disengage. Stimulus packages — be it in the U.S., France,
Germany — have an overwhelming emphasis on small businesses, which really were at the
heart of their post-war industrialisation strategy, and you will see industrial policy whose flip side
will be import substitution. So, globalisation will be defined in a very different way.

Biswajit Dhar: Once you talk of import substitution, you focus more on your domestic skills. The
movement of personnel will follow the formula of economic needs, so the U.S. may keep
importing skilled personnel from India. But, the kind of unemployment that you will see will
require a huge effort on the part of every country to get their workforce to where they were
before the crisis. We never got back to a pre-2008 high-growth phase. But even to go back to
the pre-COVID period, countries will require a huge effort.

Lockdown displaces lakhs of migrants

Nagesh Kumar: The first priority of every government would be to create jobs for its own
people. In a high unemployment scenario, hiring expats won’t be in favour. In any case, there
had been rising protectionism on this front already.

Nagesh Kumar: We have gone into the impact on social structure and have emphasised the
need for governments to push for universal healthcare and social protection. Our experience
from the financial crisis is that economies that paid greater attention to social protection were
able to recover very quickly. This crisis has exposed the gaps in the health sector and social
protection and the stimulus packages should focus on closing these gaps which will also help in
achieving sustainable development goals. The first priority will be to create jobs for those
rendered jobless. But I think in certain sectors that are highly skill-intensive, and countries are
dependent on outsiders for those skills, that will continue.

Biswajit Dhar: There are worse days ahead for the WTO. Trade rules have worked best when
the global economy is booming and isn’t facing a crisis. The last time serious discussions took
place at WTO was in 2008, before the complete repercussions of the crisis hit home, and it was
all downhill after that. It’s only going to get worse, because if countries need to bring their
domestic industries back, they would need space for policy flexibility. And WTO will be
redundant there — for instance, on the issue of subsidies for small industries, no country will like
the WTO to be telling them what to do or what not to do. The agricultural subsidies issue is
going to be junked — on 31st March, India notified the WTO that it has crossed the 10% limit in
rice subsidies as a good citizen. But do you think, going forward, the government of India can be
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restrained from giving more subsidies for rice or other sectors vital for food security? If the WTO
rules are junked, then it’s a free-for-all situation. That’s the problem. Then you go back to the
situation of the 1930s when it was just brute economic strength that will determine things, like
the law of the jungle. Unfortunately, the impact on global governance systems hasn’t been
understood yet. I was greatly disappointed with the G20 leaders’ and trade ministers’
statements. They should have reflected on global rules being in further jeopardy. If they have to
work out flexibilities within the WTO framework, they should do it collectively.

Biswajit Dhar: Countries cede a part of their sovereignty while getting into these trade
agreements. In the last quarter of the twentieth century, we saw one driver of governance —
market forces-oriented. But now, in major economies, governments have taken centre stage and
depending on how long the pandemic drags on, the government will remain in the driver’s seat
and markets will take a backseat. If governments have to do the heavy-lifting, then they want full
force of their sovereign powers. So I would think the project of globalisation is going to settle at a
new normal and it will be a very different WTO and trade governance framework, with different
kinds of regional and bilateral engagements. India, of course, has already become a reluctant
player and had, in a way, started disengaging. Other countries were more tightly knit together
through pacts like the ASEAN. The European Union is already in tatters and it will be important
to see the role of the European Commission and the European Central Bank in getting a decent
stimulus in addition to what individual governments have done. NAFTA is already being
rewritten. So going forward, much of the churning is going to get bigger in regional formations. If
in three months, we don’t get back on track, then I think there will be a substantial rewriting of
the rules.

Nagesh Kumar is a director at the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(UNESCAP); Biswajit Dhar is a Professor at the Centre for Economic Studies and Planning,
JNU.
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WHO IN THE MIDDLE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

As the record of the World Health Organisation in handling the coronavirus crisis becomes a
bone of contention between the US and China, India should not lose sight of its significant
interest in promoting long overdue change at the UN agency responsible for global public health.
In his intervention at the G-20 meeting last month to coordinate global actions on the COVID-19
crisis, Prime Minister Narendra Modi called for a reorientation of the WHO to make it more
effective. Delhi must, however, caution the world against excessive politicisation of the debate
on the WHO’s role and performance in a crisis that has cost thousands of lives in China, from
where the virus began to spread out, and in the rest of the world. The time for a post-mortem,
Delhi should insist, begins only after the war against the virus ends.

With the US likely to become the biggest victim of coronavirus, the debate about its origin,
spread and management has begun to acquire a sharp intensity in America. The number of
dead in the US is now the second largest at about 15,000, behind Italy at nearly 18,000. In the
next few days the count in the US might cross that of Italy. Twice in the last few days, Trump
has criticised the WHO, for being too deferential to China during the crisis and underplaying the
danger to the rest of the world. Trump is channeling the strong sentiment in the US that if the
WHO had done its job, the world could have significantly reduced the casualties. The WHO,
however, has rejected the criticism and insists that its actions have saved many lives. Beijing is
standing firmly behind the UN agency. A battle royale is shaping up at the WHO between the US
and China and this could well be the precursor to a broader struggle between the two for the
future of the UN and other multilateral institutions.

Delhi, however, should not view the WHO’s recent actions through the sole prism of US-China
conflict. Many major countries, including India, were deeply wary of the WHO’s policy guidance
during the crisis. As this newspaper reported on Thursday, Delhi chose to rely on the Indian
Council of Medical Research rather than the WHO in limiting the spread of the coronavirus. India
is better off for Delhi’s independent judgements. But that luxury is not available to most countries
in the world, especially the developing nations that rely entirely on the WHO’s wisdom. Delhi
owes it to itself and its traditional constituency in the global South to help ensure that there is an
objective international investigation into the WHO’s performance in the war against the virus and
identification of the correct lessons for dealing with future pandemics. That, in turn, should pave
the way for a badly needed revitalisation of the WHO, the only collective framework the world
has in dealing with challenges of global health.

 The Indian Express is now on Telegram. Click here to join our channel (@indianexpress)
and stay updated with the latest headlines
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Source : www.economictimes.indiatimes.com Date : 2020-04-11

ADB ASSURES $2.2 BILLION SUPPORT PACKAGE TO
INDIA FOR COVID-19 RESPONSE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: ADB and India

NEW DELHI: The Asian Development Bank has assured India $2.2 billion in its fight against the
Covid-19 pandemic. ADB president Masatsugu Asakawa, who assured FM Nirmala Sitharaman
of the multilateral lender’s support in a call on Friday, commended India’s decisive response to
the pandemic, including a national health emergency programme.

Asakawa said the bank was committed to supporting India’s emergency needs. “We are now
preparing $2.2 billion in immediate assistance to the health sector and to help alleviate the
economic impact of the pandemic on the poor; informal workers; micro, small, and medium-
sized enterprises; and the financial sector,” he said.

He also talked about India’s tax and other relief measures to businesses and a $23-billion (?1.7
lakh crore) economic relief package announced on March 26 to provide income and
consumption support to the poor, women, and workers affected by the lockdown.

ADB’s support comes a week after the World Bank pledged $1 billion for India’s Covid-19
emergency response and health systems preparedness project.

Talks on with Multilateral Institutions
The country is in talks with various multilateral institutions to strengthen its efforts to fight the
pandemic.

Asakawa said the policy measures announced by the government will provide much-needed
relief and stimulus to the most vulnerable people as well as businesses and become a basis for
faster recovery.

The aid comes at a time when weakening global economic growth is causing disruptions in
India’s trade and manufacturing supply chains, along with the slowdown in tourism and other
economic activity.

This has led to financial stress for a large number of micro, small, and medium-sized
enterprises, and hurt the livelihoods of formal and informal labourers across the country.
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The ADB is also engaged with the private sector to meet its financing needs during this period,
the Manila-based lender said in a statement.

“ADB assistance for India will be further increased if needed. We will consider all financing
options available with us to meet India’s needs, including emergency assistance, policy-based
loans, and budget support to facilitate swift disbursement of ADB funds,” Asakawa said.

On March 18, the ADB announced an initial package of around $6.5 billion to address the
immediate needs of its developing member countries, including India, as they respond to the
Covid-19 pandemic.
NEW DELHI: The Asian Development Bank has assured India $2.2 billion in its fight against the
Covid-19 pandemic. ADB president Masatsugu Asakawa, who assured FM Nirmala Sitharaman
of the multilateral lender’s support in a call on Friday, commended India’s decisive response to
the pandemic, including a national health emergency programme.

Asakawa said the bank was committed to supporting India’s emergency needs. “We are now
preparing $2.2 billion in immediate assistance to the health sector and to help alleviate the
economic impact of the pandemic on the poor; informal workers; micro, small, and medium-
sized enterprises; and the financial sector,” he said.

He also talked about India’s tax and other relief measures to businesses and a $23-billion (?1.7
lakh crore) economic relief package announced on March 26 to provide income and
consumption support to the poor, women, and workers affected by the lockdown.

ADB’s support comes a week after the World Bank pledged $1 billion for India’s Covid-19
emergency response and health systems preparedness project.

Talks on with Multilateral Institutions
The country is in talks with various multilateral institutions to strengthen its efforts to fight the
pandemic.

Asakawa said the policy measures announced by the government will provide much-needed
relief and stimulus to the most vulnerable people as well as businesses and become a basis for
faster recovery.

The aid comes at a time when weakening global economic growth is causing disruptions in
India’s trade and manufacturing supply chains, along with the slowdown in tourism and other
economic activity.
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This has led to financial stress for a large number of micro, small, and medium-sized
enterprises, and hurt the livelihoods of formal and informal labourers across the country.

The ADB is also engaged with the private sector to meet its financing needs during this period,
the Manila-based lender said in a statement.

“ADB assistance for India will be further increased if needed. We will consider all financing
options available with us to meet India’s needs, including emergency assistance, policy-based
loans, and budget support to facilitate swift disbursement of ADB funds,” Asakawa said.

On March 18, the ADB announced an initial package of around $6.5 billion to address the
immediate needs of its developing member countries, including India, as they respond to the
Covid-19 pandemic.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-04-13

TRADE IN TATTERS: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON THE
GLOBAL CORONAVIRUS SLUMP

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: World Trade, WTO and issues involved

The only certainty right now in a pandemic-gripped world is the all-enveloping uncertainty. And
the WTO acknowledged as much when it released its outlook for global trade last week.
Projecting merchandise trade to plummet by anywhere between 13% and 32% in 2020, it added
a categoric caveat: at the moment, it is only able to posit a wide range of possible trajectories for
the predicted decline in trade given the unprecedented nature of the health crisis caused by the
COVID-19 outbreak and the uncertainty around its precise economic impact. Economists at the
WTO, however, appear more certain that the disruption and resultant blow to trade will in all
likelihood be far worse than the slump brought on by the global financial crisis of 2008. As IMF
Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva observed on April 9, the global economy is set to
contract sharply in 2020, with “the lockdown needed to fight” the pandemic affecting billions
worldwide. The tight restrictions on movement and social distancing norms across geographies
have led to severe curbs on labour supply, transport and travel and the shuttering of whole
sectors from hotels and non-essential retail to tourism and significant parts of manufacturing.
The WTO expects all regions, save Africa, West Asia and the Commonwealth of Independent
States, to suffer double-digit declines in exports and imports this year even under its “optimistic
scenario”, which postulates a recovery starting in the second half.

The WTO and the IMF chief have pointed to the fact that unlike the recession that accompanied
the global financial crisis just over a decade ago, the current downturn is unique. Global supply
chains have increased in complexity, especially in industries such as electronics and automotive
products, making them particularly vulnerable to the current disruptions, with countries that are a
part of these value linkages set to find trade more severely impacted. Also, services trade — in
which India has a higher global share as an exporter ($214 billion, or 3.5%, in 2019) than in
merchandise exports — may be significantly affected by the transport and travel curbs. A small
sliver of silver in this bleak outlook for services trade is the role that the WTO sees for
information technology services as companies try to enable employees to work from home and
people order essentials and drugs online and socialise remotely. India’s IT exporters have been
busy supporting their overseas clients’ business continuity plans in the face of the pandemic and
may find this hand-holding at a time of dire need earning them loyalty-linked business when
economic activity revives. Still, as the WTO chief, Roberto Azevêdo, crucially observes, a
rebound in global economic activity will require trade to flow freely across borders as vitally as
any fiscal or monetary stimulus. The world will be best served if nations do not turn insular and
erect new barriers to the movement of goods, services and people in the aftermath of the
pandemic.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-04-13

COVID-19 AND THE CRUMBLING WORLD ORDER
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: World Trade, WTO and issues involved

COVID-19 will fundamentally transform the world as we know it: the world order, its balance of
power, traditional conceptions of national security, and the future of globalisation. The lethal
combination of an interconnected world and a deadly virus without a cure is taking humanity into
uncharted waters. When we emerge from the lockdown, we must be ready to confront new
political and social realities.

The rampant spread of COVID-19 is also a failure of the contemporary world order and its
institutions. The contemporary global order, whatever remains of the institutions created by the
victors of World War II, was a hegemonic exercise meant to deal with isolated political and
military crises and not serve humanity at large. COVID-19 has exposed this as well as the worst
nativist tendencies of the global leadership in the face of a major crisis. That the United Nations
Security Council took so long to meet (that too inconclusively) to discuss the pandemic is a
ringing testimony to the UN’s insignificance.

Coronavirus | Will COVID-19 affect the course of globalisation?

Regional institutions haven’t fared any better. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s SAARC initiative,
curiously resurrecting a practically dead institution, was short-lived. The EU, the most
progressive post-national regional arrangement, stood clueless when the virus spread like
wildfire in Europe. Its member states turned inward for solutions: self-help, not regional
coordination, was their first instinct. Brussels is the loser.

All this is indicative of a deeper malaise: the global institutional framework is unrepresentative, a
pawn in the hands of the great powers, cash-strapped, and its agenda is focused on high-table
security issues. The global institutional architecture of the 1940s cannot help humanity face the
challenges of the 2020s. Nothing less than a new social contract between states and the
international system can save our future.

One country that is likely to come out stronger from this crisis is China. Reports indicate that
China has now managed the outbreak of COVID-19, and its industrial production is recovering
even as that of every other country is taking a hit. The oil price slump will make its recovery even
faster. When the greatest military power found itself in denial mode and the members of the EU
were looking after their own interests, China appeared to use its manufacturing power to its
geopolitical advantage. Beijing has offered medical aid and expertise to those in need; it has
increased cooperation with its arch-rival Japan; and President Xi Jinping spoke to the UN
Secretary General on how the international community can fight the virus. Its richest man, Jack
Ma, has spearheaded the private sector’s fight against COVID-19. The Chinese propaganda
machinery will magnify this. Chinese actions are a smart economic investment for geopolitical
gains. This will aid Beijing’s claims to global leadership, push Huawei 5G trials as a side bargain,
and showcase how the Belt and Road Initiative is the future of global connectivity. COVID-19 will
further push the international system into a world with Chinese characteristics.

Coronavirus | Opeds and editorials

Neoliberal economic globalisation will have taken a major beating in the wake of the pandemic.
Economists are warning of a global recession. Even as the virus is pushing back the ‘successes’
of neoliberal globalisation, globalisation’s political counterpart is found wanting in dealing with
the situation. The first instinct of every major economy was to close borders, look inwards and
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localise. The pre-existing structural weakness of the global order and the COVID-19 shock will
further feed states’ protectionist tendencies fueled by hypernationalism. A more inclusive global
political and economic order is unlikely any time soon, if ever. Instead, as former National
Security Adviser Shivshankar Menon warns, “we are headed for a poorer, meaner, and smaller
world.”

The ability of big corporations to dictate the production, stocks, supply chains and backup plans
will be limited by increased state intervention to avoid unpredictable supply sources, avoid
geopolitically sensitive zones, and national demands for emergency reserves. The profits of big
corporations will reduce, and the demand for stability will increase.

Some would gladly argue all this could potentially mean a retreat from hyperglobalisation and its
attendant flaws. However, the assumption that COVID-19 will bring about a more balanced and
inclusive form of economic and political globalisation is perhaps misplaced. State intervention in
economic matters and protectionism are the easy way out, and that’s precisely what states will
do once the crisis is over. It would be return of the ‘Licence Raj’ through the backdoor, not a
push for inclusive and responsible globalisation with its associated political benefits.

Coronavirus | Beyond social distancing to fight COVID-19

The state has failed in its inability to save us from the pandemic notwithstanding its tall claims
about national security preparedness. And yet, the state has returned, with more power,
legitimacy and surveillance technologies. In fact, the nervous citizenry will want the state to be
omnipresent and omnipotent, no matter the consequences. The state, which was losing its
influence to global economic forces, will return as the last refuge of the people in the coming age
of mass disruption.

With the severe beating that globalisation has taken, state-led models of globalisation and
economic development would be preferred over (big) corporates-led globalisation. Will this
enable some positive controls over the inherent deficiencies of globalisation? We will have to
wait and see. But the more important question is whether the state has any incentive to take on
big capital. Given the symbiotic relationship between the state and big capital, states have
become used to protecting the interests of their corporations, often at the cost of the general
public. Consider, for instance, that the first response of many Western states was to protect their
capital markets than be concerned about public health.

Yet another undesirable outcome of the pandemic would be a spike in various forms of
discrimination. Globally, societies could become more self-seeking and inward-looking leading to
further pushback against liberal policies regarding migration and refugees. New questions are
likely to be asked about the source of goods. More stringent imposition of phytosanitary
measures by advanced states on products emanating from the less developed countries might
become the new normal. Lockdowns and travel restrictions could potentially legitimise the
rhetoric around border walls in more conservative countries. Tragically, therefore, while one
answer to global pandemics is political globalisation, COVID-19 might further limit it.

Coronavirus | African nations, U.S. decry racism in Guangzhou

Within India too, there could be a trend towards discrimination, with ‘social distancing’ producing
undesirable social practices. That a Manipuri woman was spat on in Delhi by a man who called
her “coronavirus”, and gated communities have discriminated against those in COVID-19
quarantine, indicate a new age of discrimination. Puritan claims based on birth and class and the
associated declarations about hygiene could become sharper. The more the virus persists, the
deeper such practices would get. We already know what these practices feel like; it can only get
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worse from here.

Happymon Jacob teaches national security at the Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-04-16

INDIA STEERS CLEAR OF WHO FUNDING ROW
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

India on Wednesday refused to criticise the United States defunding of the World Health
Organisation (WHO), saying that it was currently occupied with the domestic campaign to defeat
the COVID-19 pandemic.

A source indicated that India was not inclined to immediately join the controversy that erupted
after the President Donald Trump declared a “halt” to American funding of the WHO.

“At present, our efforts and attention are fully focused on dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic.
Once the world has addressed this crisis, we can revisit this question,” said a source familiar
with India’s official decision- making on international organisations.

Mr. Trump on Tuesday suspended his government's funding of the multilateral body accusing it
of “severe” mismanagement of the COVID-19 epidemic.

President’s charge

He accused the WHO of opposing travel restrictions to China which he termed “disastrous”.

“Today, I am instructing my administration to hold the funding of the World Heath Organisation
while a review is conducted to assess the WHO’s role in severely mismanaging and covering up
the spread of the coronavirus... As the organisation’s leading sponsor, the United States has a
duty to insist on full accountability,” the U.S. President said at the White House.

The WHO’s latest documents show that the United States is its top contributor with around $58
million and halting that payment is expected to hit many health initiatives across the world,
including in India.

Contrary to India’s stand, the European Union’s top foreign policy representative Josep Borrell
Fontelles has “deeply” regretted the U.S. decision, saying, “There is no reason justifying this
move at a moment when their efforts are needed more than ever to help contain and mitigate
the Coronavirus pandemic.”

Bill Gates’s stand

Microsoft founder Bill Gates too sounded a note of caution, saying “no other organisation can
replace” the WHO.

Since March, India has taken the initiative to several countries in the region and beyond by
supplying protective equipment and medicines.

According to the WHO's March 31, 2020 assessment, India committed around $2 million,
whereas China committed approximately $28.7 million.

Budget contributions

The WHO's budget is funded by a mix of assessed and voluntary contributions. Assessed
contributions mainly refer to financial support from the member-countries of the world body,
which is relative to the member- state’s wealth and population.
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The WHO claims that contributions from the member-states had declined over the years and
now accounts for less than one quarter of its programme financing. The rest of the resources, it
says, is raised through voluntary donation.

The major European economies are among the bigger contributors to the organisation.

There is no reason justifying this move at a moment when their efforts are needed more
than ever

Josep Borrell FontellesEU representative
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CHITRA SUBRAMANIAM WRITES ON WHO: SHOULD
WHO BE SITTING IN HEALTH MINISTRY DISCUSSIONS
GIVEN WHAT WE NOW KNOW ABOUT ITS
ALLEGIANCE TO ALL THINGS CHINESE?

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

China is scripting the emerging economic story of coronavirus and knows the untold story of the
COVID pandemic. As the World Health Organisation (WHO) finds itself in the eye of pandemic
politics, power and pelf are competing with patients and poverty. The best that WHO’s Ethiopian
head Tedros Adhanon Ghebreyesus can come up with as thousands are dying is to say leaders
should not politicise the issue. It is an open secret that politics and arm twisting, not merit, got
him his job.

Tedros was his country’s Minister of Health (2005—2012) and Minister of Foreign Affairs (2012
to 2016). In 2017, China catapulted him to lead the WHO as its Director General (DG) with India,
the world’s largest democracy, playing second fiddle. We will never know who gamed India
inside and abroad, but tough questions must be asked.

Between ordering 10,000 ventilators from China and firefighting a diplomatic war against
Beijing’s ceaseless incursions into India’s territorial rights on land and at the United Nations
(UN), the pandemic is a wake-up call for New Delhi.

Public health is a rights-driven developmental track for any country, especially for India.
Shouldn’t the ministries of foreign, trade, information and broadcasting, home, finance, women
and child development, law, infrastructure and industry, among others, be part of the country’s
health equation and decision-making on a daily basis? Should the WHO be sitting in on high-
level health ministry discussions given what we now know about its allegiance to all things
Chinese?

Editorial | No other agency can match WHO for reach and credibility. It can be
questioned, must not be undermined

China, an economic and military behemoth, now seeks the same power in public health. India,
with its double burden of disease and an uncritical alignment with the WHO, is fertile ground for
data and dollars. As it fights the Dharavi spread in Mumbai with rapid and mass testing — and
the WHO watches closely — the battle will be won by India and India alone.

For now, India, like most countries, is at China’s mercy thanks in large part to years of short-
sightedness and corruption in the health sector. While it is hailed as the pharmacy of the world
and has sent drugs as humanitarian assistance, India relies heavily on raw materials from
China. Quick thinking and swift action can reverse this.

Says Dinesh Thakur, the man who blew the whistle on Ranbaxy: “India’s chemists are
aggressively courted, relocated to Chinese cities for their know-how on how to chemically
synthesise bulk drugs. Our generic pharmaceutical industry cannot make what patients need
until they secure bulk-drug from China for many life-saving drugs.”

In an unusual public display of anger, Tedros said criticism of his handling of the situation was
wrong and said he had been called names, including “Negro”. In another outburst, he warned of
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increased bodybags in a direct reference to criticism from the US. Tedros’s African origin was
his overarching campaign profile and the world genuinely applauded an African head for the
WHO. Western democracies knew who and what Tedros was but they underestimated their own
economic and public health dependence on China. By using the “N” word now, Tedros and
China have upped the ante.

Geneva, where the WHO is headquartered, is a small city that leaks like a sieve. In fact, during
Tedros’s campaign, WHO officials kept rivals informed of all activities and some were exposed
in emails that leaked. Traders, not public health officials, do that. The trading tradition continues.
The WHO, and by extension China, has a roster of friendly journalists/moderators/commentators
and civil society groups who are now speaking to script.

Explained: How much does WHO get from US, India?

The propaganda team’s job is focused on blaming US President Donald Trump for
contemplating cutting off funding for the WHO and not Tedros, for taking orders from China
about the pandemic. The war is not between an American President (with a dismal record on
public health in his country) and Tedros. It is between Tedros, a global public health head, and
his subservience to China. That ship of trust, the cornerstone of public health work that the WHO
should have been leading, has long set sail.

Media reports from London and New York follow the party line. Protecting Tedros is important as
the WHO needs money to help poor countries with weak health systems. Gaping holes in health
systems in the United Kingdom (UK) and the US that COVID-19 has shown can wait — poor
Indians make better copy. That, unfortunately, is the level of cynicism.

Tedros’s attitude towards human rights is as problematic as his silence about China. In 2013,
The Guardian asked why UK taxpayers’ money was funding paramilitary forces in Ethiopia that
stood “accused of numerous human rights abuses and summary executions”. The newspaper
sourced the information to an internal UK Department of International Development (DfID)
document. The agency responded saying its goal was to “improve security, professionalism and
accountability” and training would be outsourced. Tedros was Minister for Foreign Affairs at the
time.

War chests are being mobilised to help the WHO help China disburse aid and assistance to
dying people and gasping economies. The recent announcement by the World Bank to fast track
$1.9 billion for health systems to respond to Covid also includes Ethiopia. For the first time in its
history, the WHO has opened its doors to private funding via a Solidarity fund and China is
expected to keep an eye on this. Who will keep track of how the money is spent?

The WHO was founded in 1948. India was a founding member of its parent body, the UN, in
1945. New Delhi must decide if it wants to blindly follow the blind or lead by bringing the WHO
back to its original promise. At stake is the country’s economic security of which public health is
a key component. India can either be a part of history or pick up the pen even in these times of
distress and rewrite it.

Journalist Chitra Subramaniam is founder, CSD consulting, a Geneva-based company working
at the crossroads of public health, development and communications. She worked with Gro
Harlem Brundtland at the WHO

 The Indian Express is now on Telegram. Click here to join our channel (@indianexpress)
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DISASTROUS DECISION: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
U.S. PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP HALTING FUNDS TO
WHO

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

At a time when the World Health Organisation has been seeking at least $675 million additional
funding for critical response efforts in countries most in need during the pandemic, U.S.
President Trump has done the unthinkable — halting funding to WHO while a review is
conducted to assess its “role in severely mismanaging and covering up the spread of
coronavirus” and for “failing to adequately obtain, vet, and share information in a timely and
transparent fashion”. The decision comes a week after he first threatened to put funding on hold
for the global health body. At over $500 million, the U.S. is WHO’s biggest contributor; America
is also the worst-affected country — over 0.6 million cases and nearly 26,000 deaths. But halting
funding at a crucial time will not only impact the functioning of the global body but also hurt
humanity. Many low and middle-income countries that look up to WHO for guidance and advice,
and even for essentials such as testing kits and masks, will be badly hit for no fault of theirs.
With a little over two million cases and over 1,27,000 deaths globally, the pandemic has been
unprecedented in scale. When solidarity and unmitigated support from every member-state is
necessary to win the war against the virus, withholding funding will not be in the best interest of
any country, the U.S. included. Failures due to oversight or other reasons, by WHO or member-
states can always be looked into but not in the midst of a pandemic.

Coronavirus | Opeds and editorials

Contrary to what Mr. Trump claims, WHO cannot independently investigate but can only rely on
individual member-states to share information. There has not been one instance when it has
been found “covering up” the epidemic in China. Rather, it has been continuously urging
countries to aggressively test people exhibiting symptoms and trace, quarantine and test
contacts to contain the spread. It repeatedly spoke of the window of opportunity, and once
warned that it is narrowing. Historically, WHO has been against travel and trade restrictions
against countries experiencing outbreaks, and its position was no different when, in January, it
declared COVID-19 a public health emergency of international concern. But it did support
China’s large-scale mitigation measures to contain the virus spread. Faulting WHO for imaginary
failings cannot help Mr. Trump wash his hands of many administrative failures in containing the
epidemic. He has been blaming everyone else for his shortcomings in dealing with COVID-19.
But moving beyond blaming and actually withholding WHO funding can have disastrous
outcomes. If indeed he fervently believes that the U.S. has been misled, it is China that he must
hold responsible for a delayed alert. Previously, he praised both China and WHO. Obviously, the
change in line is linked to a desperate bid to hide his own failures.
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NEEDED: A REFORMED WHO
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies
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The United States’ decision to stop funding the World Health Organization (WHO) could not be
more badly timed. The WHO remains the closest thing to an international coordinating and
information-gathering body during the pandemic. At a time when multilateral cooperation could
not be more needed, United States (US) President Donald Trump has concluded there is greater
political benefit in turning on the agency. His action is partially symbolic: The US has already
provided funds for this financial year.

However, a large share of the blame rests with the WHO. The director-general, Dr Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, allowed his organisation to become entangled in great power rivalry.
This is a minefield which all multilateral organisations should avoid. He tried a strategy of
accommodation to persuade China to be more open about the pandemic, to the extent of
appeasing it. The WHO issued a stream of flawed advice based on the information provided by
Beijing, including criticising the decision of India and other countries to impose a travel ban on
China. Some of his comments, such as criticising Taiwan despite its exemplary handling of the
virus, were gratuitous. The approach yielded little. The WHO needed to take a harder line, for
example, about the limited access foreign scientists have been getting to ground zero of Covid-
19. The agency also has long-standing internal issues. Donors tie much of its funding to specific
programmes; so it has minimal capacity to watch out for black swan events. Its regional directors
are answerable to multiple national health ministers. Half of its 10 largest donors are non-
governmental organisations. But many of these defects ultimately derive from the agency’s long
neglect by governments. The US, whatever Mr Trump’s own views, has long been the WHO’s
strongest supporter and contributes a quarter of its budget. China, for all its evident influence,
pays less money than Rotary International.

The WHO has played a quiet-but-crucial role in global health. It effectively runs the health
services in some 30 countries. India is also a beneficiary, especially in the agency’s efforts
against tuberculosis and polio. The WHO standard-setting helps India serve as the world’s
generic drug maker. The world can ill-afford a cash-starved WHO — despite its flaws — in a
time of pandemic. India should consider joining other governments in pledging to fill any financial
gap that may occur. New Delhi should also clearly warn the agency to be more open in calling
out China and other governments who fail to meet their medical obligations.
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CORONAVIRUS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

The story so far: As the toll from the COVID-19 pandemic rose across much of the world, the
United States President Donald Trump became more strident in his criticism of the role of the
World Health Organisation (WHO). On April 7, Mr. Trump tweeted that WHO “really blew it” and
that the organisation was “very China centric”, this despite it being largely funded by the U.S. On
Tuesday, Mr. Trump said he was halting funding to WHO pending a review. He accused WHO of
mismanaging the COVID-19 crisis and said it had failed to vet information and share it in a
timely and transparent manner. He told a news conference at the White House, “... I am
directing my administration to halt funding while a review is conducted to assess the World
Health Organization’s role in severely mismanaging and covering up the spread of the
coronavirus.”

It is important to understand the context in which WHO functions to understand the current
situation around its funding. WHO, a United Nations agency created in 1948, is headquartered in
Geneva, and was founded to coordinate and direct the UN’s global health effort. It has no
authority over its 194-member countries and, as is typical for UN agencies, depends on member
contributions to carry out its work. Also, as is often the case with UN agencies, WHO is not
immune to political motivations and an inertia that often comes with large bureaucracies. Yet, in
this instance, critics and several public health academics have said that Mr. Trump’s attack of
the organisation is misplaced.

Editorial | Disastrous decision: On Trump halting funds to WHO

It took till about the middle of January for WHO to suggest human-to-human transmission of the
virus, toeing the China line for the first few weeks of the year, as per reports. Even then, in the
first two weeks of the year and two weeks after it was notified of the virus, WHO had qualified its
statement by saying there was “no clear evidence” of such transmission, The Washington Post
reported. The U.S. was formally notified by China on January 3 of the coronavirus outbreak.
Additionally, as early as January 10 and 11, WHO had put out guidance notes on the virus,
according to The Guardian.

China locked down the city of Wuhan on January 23. On January 23, WHO Director-General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus warned that while the emergency was for China and not for the
world, it had the potential to become global in scale. The body’s experts were divided on
whether or not there was a global emergency at the time, as per reports, and it took until
January 30 for them to conclude deliberations and declare a global emergency.

Yet, nearly a month later, on February 25, Mr. Trump tweeted that the coronavirus in the U.S.
was “very much under control”. It was only on March 13 that he declared a national emergency
over the coronavirus.

The U.S. is the WHO’s largest contributor. The organisation’s funding is of two types —
assessments or member dues and voluntary contributions. The total funds for the 2020-2021
biennium included $957 million in assessments and $4.9 billion in voluntary contributions. Over
the last decade, the U.S.’s assessed contributions have been in the $107-$119 million range
while voluntary contributions have been in the $102-$402 million range, according to the Kaiser
Family Foundation, a health-focused non-profit.

Coronavirus | Backing Trump, U.S. Republicans call for WHO chief to resign
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For the 2018 and 2019 biennium, the U.S. contributed about 20% of WHO’s budget, according
to a National Public Radio (NPR) report. This money went as assessment fees ($237 million) or
pledges towards programmes (over $656 million) from voluntary contributions. The major share
of the U.S. programmatic funding went towards polio eradication ($158 million), increasing
access to essential health and human services ($100 million) and vaccine-preventable disease
($44 million), according to the NPR.

The short answer is, yes, a funding freeze is highly likely to negatively impact WHO’s functioning
for a short while at least, given the significant contribution the U.S. makes. However, we do not
yet know what the impact will be and for how long.

Additionally, it is unclear if Mr. Trump has the authority to withhold funding that has already been
committed. Congressional Democrats have said that he does not have this authority and is
criticising WHO as a means to deflect criticism of how he has handled the crisis. The U.S. has
around 700,000 known cases of COVID-19 over 35,000 deaths due to the disease.

COVID-19 | Trump under fire for attacking WHO

Dr. Tedros has asked countries to stop politicising the virus. He also said WHO regrets the U.S.
decision and is reviewing the impact of American funds being withdrawn. WHO, he said, would
work with its partners to fill any financial gaps that arise so the “work continues uninterrupted”.
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KARZAI WELCOMES INDIA’S INVOLVEMENT IN TALKS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan

Former Afghan President Hamid Karzai has welcomed the American gesture to bring in India
into the ongoing negotiation for sustained peace in the war-torn country. The response followed
hours after U.S. Special Representative Zalmay Khalilzad discussed the state of the peace talks
and the coronavirus crisis in South Asia with External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar.

“I have said this since the process began... I do hope India will join the peace process in support
of a sovereign and united Afghanistan with a strong government, in keeping with the traditional
friendship between India and Afghanistan,” Mr. Karzai, who met with Indian envoy to
Afghanistan Vinay Kumar on Saturday, told The Hindu .

During his visit to Delhi in January, Mr. Karzai had also pitched for India’s support to the U.S.-
Taliban and intra-Afghan process in meetings with Prime Minister Narendra Modi and National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval.

Mr. Khalilzad on Saturday made the move and said, “I reached out to Indian External Affairs
Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar yesterday to discuss the latest on the Afghan peace process...” He
said that both sides discussed the issue of release of prisoners. “We also spent some time
covering the immediate and longer-term impact of the coronavirus.”

The development is significant as it came days after a six-nation talk on the Afghan scenario
was held which had excluded India.
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RESETTING BALANCE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

Delhi’s move to prevent a predatory Chinese hunt for Indian companies comes at a time when
the stock market has been badly bruised by the coronavirus. It underlines the emerging
perception in Delhi that there is no separating commerce and security in dealing with China.
Delhi’s concerns are similar to those being expressed elsewhere in the world. A number of
European countries have already moved in that direction. In recent years, apprehensions have
grown, in both the developing and developed world, that China is targeting their infrastructural,
industrial and technological assets for control. But many governments were willing to give the
benefit of doubt to Beijing. No longer. That willingness has rapidly eroded in the wake of the
corona crisis that has devastated the Western world.

Although few world leaders want to join the US President, Donald Trump, in publicly attacking
China, many of them know that Beijing bears some responsibility for letting a health emergency
in one of its cities become a global pandemic. That Chinese companies, with access to easy
money and strong political support in Beijing, are now taking economic advantage of other
nations’ misery has added insult to injury. While most leaders are preoccupied with the corona
crisis, they are not likely to let Beijing have its way. Even in Britain, where the Boris Johnson
government — which came into power with the determination to strengthen economic
partnership with China and willingness to distance itself from its close ally, the US, on the
question of adopting 5G technologies — is now taking a second look. Last week, the British
Foreign Secretary, Dominic Raab, said there will be no going back to “business as usual” with
China.

Beyond the question of accountability for the spread of the coronavirus, many countries are
rethinking the very nature of their commercial engagement with China. On a host of issues
ranging from trade and investment to intellectual property protection, there is an inescapable
sense that China has gamed the global system for unilateral gains. India certainly has had a
longer learning curve than the West in recognising the relationship between commerce and
national security. Since the early 1990s, Delhi bet that expanding economic cooperation with
China will help mitigate political disputes. But the differences have only become intractable even
as China became stronger economically. Delhi gave China an easy pass into the WTO. It let
cheap imports from China undermine India’s manufacturing sector and run up a massive trade
surplus. India allowed massive Chinese penetration of its telecom, digital and other advanced
sectors only to discover the multiple negative consequences. The last few years have seen a
new approach that has seen India oppose China’s Belt and Road Initiative and walk out of the
RCEP negotiations citing the trade imbalance with China. The decision on Chinese FDI can be
seen as one of that piece. But the puzzle of dealing with a rising China’s strategic economic
onslaught will test Delhi for a long time.

 The Indian Express is now on Telegram. Click here to join our channel (@indianexpress)
and stay updated with the latest headlines
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BEIJING NAMES DISPUTED ISLANDS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

China on Tuesday defended its naming of 80 islands and other geographical features in the
South China Sea in a move likely to anger neighbours as the country asserts its territorial
claims.

A joint announcement of the names on Sunday from the Ministry of Natural Resources and the
Ministry of Civil Affairs came a day after China established new administrative districts for the
contested Spratly and Paracel island chains.

The notice listed the Chinese names and coordinates of 80 islands, reefs, seamounts, shoals
and ridges, 55 of them submerged in water.

Vietnam claimed the move “seriously violated” its territorial sovereignty.
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PUTTING THE SAGAR VISION TO THE TEST
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations

In March 2015, Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited three small but significant Indian Ocean
island states — Seychelles, Mauritius, and Sri Lanka. During this tour, he unveiled India’s
strategic vision for the Indian Ocean: Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR).
SAGAR seeks to differentiate India’s leadership from the modus operandi of other regionally
active major powers and to reassure littoral states as India’s maritime influence grows. As
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar signalled at the fourth Indian Ocean Conference in
September last year, India’s SAGAR vision is intended to be “consultative, democratic and
equitable”. India’s recent admission as observer to the Indian Ocean Commission (IOC) will put
this vision to the test.

Following a request from New Delhi, the IOC granted observer status to India on March 6 at the
Commission’s 34th Council of Ministers. Founded in 1982, the IOC is an intergovernmental
organisation comprising five small-island states in the Western Indian Ocean: the Comoros,
Madagascar, Mauritius, Réunion (a French department), and Seychelles. Though Réunion
brings a major power, France, into this small-state equation, decisions in the IOC are
consensus-based, and while France’s foreign policy interests are represented, the specifics of
Réunion’s regional decision-making emerge from its local governance structures. Over the
years, the IOC has emerged as an active and trusted regional actor, working in and for the
Western Indian Ocean and implementing a range of projects.

More recently, the IOC has demonstrated leadership in the maritime security domain. Since
maritime security is a prominent feature of India’s relations with Indian Ocean littoral states,
India’s interest in the IOC should be understood in this context. However, India has preferred to
engage bilaterally with smaller states in the region. What India will not find in the IOC is a cluster
of small states seeking a ‘big brother’ partnership. The IOC has its own regional agenda, and
has made impressive headway in the design and implementation of a regional maritime security
architecture in the Western Indian Ocean.

In 2012, the IOC was one of the four regional organisations to launch the MASE Programme —
the European Union-funded programme to promote Maritime Security in Eastern and Southern
Africa and Indian Ocean. Under MASE, the IOC has established a mechanism for surveillance
and control of the Western Indian Ocean with two regional centres. The Regional Maritime
Information Fusion Center (RMIFC), based in Madagascar, is designed to deepen maritime
domain awareness by monitoring maritime activities and promoting information sharing and
exchange. The Regional Coordination Operations Centre (RCOC), based in Seychelles, will
eventually facilitate joint or jointly coordinated interventions at sea based on information
gathered through the RMIFC. These centres are a response to the limitations that the states in
the region face in policing and patrolling their often enormous Exclusive Economic Zones
(EEZs). They deliver an urgently needed deterrent against unabating maritime crime at sea, only
partly addressed by the high-level counter-piracy presence of naval forces from the EU, the
Combined Maritime Forces, and Independent Forces. Seven states in the region have signed
agreements to participate in this multilateral maritime security architecture, and once ratified, will
provide its legal foundation. Many major powers have expressed interest in accessing the
RMIFC.

The IOC has also wielded a disproportionate degree of convening power. In 2018 and 2019, it
served as Chair of the Contact Group on Piracy off the Coast of Somalia (CGPCS). Leveraging
the CGPCS Chair, the IOC held ministerial meetings in 2018 and 2019 on maritime security in
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the Western Indian Ocean, drawing state representations from the region plus major powers
such as India, the EU, the U.S., the U.K., Australia, and Russia. These meetings, resulting in
formal declarations, facilitated convergence around common, sub-region-specific definitions of
maritime security threats and the legal way of dealing with them.

The IOC’s achievements offer an opportunity for India to learn, and also to support. The IOC
style of ‘bottom-up regionalism’ has produced a sub-regional view and definition of maritime
security problems and local ownership of pathways towards workable solutions. A 2019 policy
brief published by the IOC (with inputs from this author), ‘Strengthening Maritime Security in the
Western Indian Ocean’, sets out how the counter-piracy response off the coast of Somalia
delivered unprecedented regional and international cooperation in the domain of maritime
security. However, it resulted in multiple players, the duplication of actions, and regional
dependence on international navies. The IOC has been seeking more sustainable ways of
addressing maritime security threats in the region, with the RMIFC and RCOC as part of this
response. Its regional maritime security architecture is viewed locally as the most effective and
sustainable framework to improve maritime control and surveillance and allow littoral States to
shape their own destiny. Moreover, with proper regional coordination, local successes at curbing
maritime threats will have broader security dividends for the Indian Ocean space.

The IOC’s maritime security activities have a strong foundation, but they require support and
buy-in from additional regional actors. India has already signalled a strong interest in the work of
the IOC through its request to be admitted as an observer. The view from Ebène, where the IOC
is headquartered, and from where its maritime security strategy is directed, is that major powers
are warmly invited to support its initiatives. Nearly all littoral states in the Western Indian Ocean
need assistance in developing their maritime domain awareness and in building capacity to
patrol their EEZs. All would benefit from national information fusion centres that can link to those
of the wider region. With its observer status, India will be called upon to extend its expertise to
the region, put its satellite imagery to the service of the RMIFC, and establish links with its own
Information Fusion Centre.

If India seeks to calibrate its Indian Ocean strategy away from outdated, neoimperialist
conceptions of great power and spheres of influence that are costly to regional followership, one
route will be to learn from and support sub-regional efforts such as those of the IOC. As a major
stakeholder in the Indian Ocean with maritime security high on the agenda, India will continue to
pursue its interests and tackle maritime security challenges at the macro level in the region.
However, as an observer of the IOC, a specific, parallel opportunity to embrace bottom-up
regionalism presents itself. There are those in the Western Indian Ocean who are closely
watching how India’s “consultative, democratic and equitable” leadership will take shape.

Kate Sullivan de Estrada is Associate Professor in the International Relations of South Asia at
the University of Oxford
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THE FRAGILE CEASEFIRE IN SYRIA’S IDLIB WAR
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres has called for warring parties the world over
to cease fire in order to support the bigger battle against COVID-19. One such conflict is in
Syria’s Idlib province involving President Bashar al-Assad’s military forces with support from
Russia, and where Turkey’s armed intervention and backing of anti-Assad militants, including
Islamist terrorists, had been halted even before Mr. Guterres’s appeal by a fragile agreement on
March 5 between Russia and Turkey which no observer believes can endure long. In this
imbroglio, described by many as the world’s greatest humanitarian tragedy, it is necessary to
disentangle the priorities of the several contestants.

To first summarise the ground situation, Idlib bordering Turkey is the last stronghold of jihadists
funded by Qatar and Saudi Arabia, Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), a terrorist unit designated by
the United Nations, and assorted Syrian anti-government elements evacuated from areas
liberated by Damascus. The region was spared a Syrian offensive in 2018 on Turkey’s plea that
it could not suffer any further influx of refugees besides hosting some three-and-a-half million
already. There are about 200,000 displaced persons on the Syria-Turkey border and 85,000 in
refugee camps, in addition to nearly 400,000 people displaced by the Turkish offensive against
Syrian Kurds.

Also read | Pause international conflicts for 30 days, France tells UNSC members

A Turkey-Russia agreement of 2018 established a demilitarised zone (DMZ) with terrorists,
including the HTS, leaving this zone, while so-called moderate rebels had to withdraw heavy
weaponry. A chain of Turkish observation posts was established, and militants rejecting the plan
were to be legitimately targeted by Mr. Assad’s military. But Syria and Turkey accused each
other of violations, with Russia increasingly agitated due to drone attacks against its airbase in
Latakia from Idlib-based jihadists. With the rebels making territorial gains, Syria resumed its
offensive in April 2019, retaking territory and targeting Saraqib that strides the M5 highway
connecting Aleppo with Damascus.

The Syrian advances brought Turkey and Syria into direct clashes, with accusations by
Damascus and Moscow that the Turks were supplying jihadists with weapons and shielding
them by intermingling Turkish forces among them. The Turks denied this, objecting to their
observation posts being encircled or bypassed by the Syrian army. Over 5,000 Turkish forces,
with artillery and combat drones, have intervened and suffered 50 or more casualties, whereas
Mr. Assad’s losses in men and material have been much higher, despite being assisted by
Russia controlling the airspace and denying the Turks the use of aircraft other than drones.
Moscow has also used direct air power in support of Syria, though this is denied. The conflict
seriously strained Turkey’s relations with Russia to their lowest level since the 2015 crisis and
the downing of a Russian warplane by Turkey.

The latest Russo-Turkish agreement reaffirms their ‘dedication to combat and eliminate all
terrorist groups in Syria’. Given the fact that the majority of the anti-Assad forces are HTS
cadres that have been weaponised by Ankara, implementation appears highly improbable. The
agreement provides for safe passage along the M4 and M5 highways linking Aleppo with Latakia
and Damascus. The Syrian Army had gained control of M5 and was about to take M4 when the
Moscow agreement was concluded. Both highways are important for Syria for commercial and
strategic reasons. The new DMZ will bestride the M4 highway with a 12-kilometre strip jointly
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patrolled by Turkey and Russia.

Also read | Israel fired missile on areas near historic Palmyra: Syria

The Moscow agreement is destined to fail because the priorities of the countries concerned
cannot be reconciled. Mr. Assad, recognised by the United Nations but not by the West, and
openly supported by few of the nations that recognise him, now controls some 70% of his
country and wishes to secure the remainder, but his forces remain dependent on Russia in the
air and Iran and Hezbollah on the ground. He is in haste because his troops are exhausted by
nine years of continuous fighting and he cannot count on Russian, Iranian and Hezbollah
support much longer. Iran is in domestic turmoil apart from suffering U.S. sanctions and COVID-
19, while the Hezbollah is deeply involved in Lebanon’s complex domestic politics.

Turkey under President Erdoan, nominally a member of the western alliance against Russia,
wishes to play a lead role in the Arab world, and has deliberately extended its reach in Syria and
Libya to have a say in the futures of those nations. Upset with NATO for lack of support both
during the failed coup of 2016 and his campaign against Syrian Kurds whom he regards as anti-
Turkish terrorists, Mr. Erdoan has leveraged the refugee problem to extract €4.5 billion from the
European Union and uses the refugees continuously as a bargaining counter. He also needs
manageable ties with both Russia and the U.S. to play each off against the other. The
confrontation with Moscow four years ago led to severe economic difficulties for Turkey after
Russian curbs on trade and tourism, which Mr. Erdoan would not wish to have repeated. Both
countries also have a vested interest in the TurkStream pipeline conveying Russian gas to
southern Europe. Criticism of Mr. Erdoan has lately emerged domestically but his position is
solid provided he retains his army’s support by avoiding more casualties in Idlib.

Russia is now the country of first resort in Syria and its influence in the entire West Asian region
has expanded remarkably in recent years. In principle it backs Mr. Assad exercising sway over
the whole of Syria and has saved him from being toppled, but it now wishes to bring the Syrian
conflict to an end with a negotiated settlement, avoid losses and more expenditure, while
consolidating its naval and air bases in that country.

The Americans are content to be bystanders in the belief that they will be the gainers whatever
the Idlib outcome. The Europeans have neither the will nor the means to affect developments,
and the United Nations is continuing the thus-far futile enterprise of persuading the Syrian multi-
party talks in Geneva to arrive at a new constitution to be followed by free elections.

Krishnan Srinivasan is a former Foreign Secretary
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TRUMP SIGNS EXECUTIVE ORDER RESTRICTING
IMMIGRATION

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Tough decision:President Donald Trump addressing mediapersons in the White House.APAlex
Brandon  

U.S. President Donald Trump signed an executive order on Wednesday barring certain
categories of immigrants from admission to the U.S. for 60 days, ostensibly to protect
Americans’ jobs at risk from the COVID-19 pandemic. The order has several exemptions,
including for those who are already in the U.S. seeking to switch their visa status to permanent
residency.

Mr. Trump had tweeted earlier this week that he would “temporarily suspend immigration”.

“In order to protect our great American workers, I've just signed an executive order temporarily
suspending immigration into the United States. This will ensure that unemployed Americans of
all backgrounds will be first in line for jobs as our economy reopens,” he told a press conference
in Washington on Wednesday. He also suggested it could be amended or extended at the
appropriate time.

The President’s proclamation went into effect shortly before the country’s weekly job report was
released, showing that another 4.4 million Americans had declared themselves unemployed in
the week ending April 18, taking the total number to some $26 million since the pandemic
began.

The immigration of the following categories of non-U.S. citizens is restricted for 60 days starting
Thursday: those outside the U.S., those who do not already have a valid immigrant visa, those
that do not have an official travel document other than a visa that is valid on the effective date of
the proclamation “or issued on any date thereafter that permits him or her to travel to the United
States and seek entry or admission”.

Chain migration

The new order, while in effect, will prevent individuals from bringing their parents, adult children,
or siblings into the U.S. (Mr. Trump has called this “chain migration”).

Entry into the U.S. for individuals who are already legal permanent residents is not suspended.
The order also does not apply to spouses of U.S. citizens or those seeking entry on the EB-5
investor visa.

Some immigrant visa holders such as doctors, nurses, healthcare workers and COVID-19
researchers and their spouses and minor dependents are exempt from the suspension order

“Without intervention, the United States faces a potentially protracted economic recovery with
persistently high unemployment,” the presidential order reads.

“ …Introducing additional permanent residents when our healthcare resources are limited puts
strain on the finite limits of our healthcare system at a time when we need to prioritize Americans
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and the existing immigrant population,” it said.

Last year, just over 1 million people got green cards as per Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) data. Some 56% switched visa status from within the U.S. and 44% entered the U.S. on
immigrant visas. The proportions for the 53,707 Indians who got green cards in FY2019 (year
ending October 2019) were similar —with slightly less than half getting immigrant visas from
outside.

Mr Trump’s policies have progressively tried to restrict both legal and illegal migration to the U.S.

Critics have said his latest policy is to distract from criticisms of his handling of the pandemic.

“President Trump now seeks to distract us from his fumbled COVID-19 response by trying to put
the blame on immigrants. The truth is that many immigrants are on our front lines, protecting us
as doctors, nurses, health aids, farmworkers, and restaurant workers,” Jerrold Nadler, a high
ranking Democrat in the House of Representatives said.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-04-24

FISHING IN TROUBLED WATERS DURING A PANDEMIC
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Even as several countries struggle to cope with the challenges posed by COVID-19, Beijing’s
military moves in the contested South China Sea continue to take place unabated. In recent
days, China has conducted military drills and deployed large-scale military assets to the
maritime area, while officially celebrating strides made in exploiting disputed energy resources in
the sea.

The Vietnamese Ministry of Foreign Affairs reported early this month that a Chinese Coast
Guard vessel “rammed and sunk” a Vietnamese fishing boat carrying eight Vietnamese
fishermen in the Paracel Islands in the South China Sea. It maintained that this violates
“Vietnam’s sovereignty over the Paracel Islands, causes property losses and endangers the
lives, safety and legitimate interests of the Vietnamese fishermen”. It underlined that Chinese
actions “also run counter to agreements reached by Hanoi and Beijing’s leaders and the
proposed Code of Conduct that would govern all interested parties in the South China Sea
dispute.” The Vietnamese government lodged a diplomatic protest with China’s embassy in
Hanoi, requesting the Chinese side to investigate the incident, strictly discipline the officers
aboard the Chinese vessel aforementioned, prevent the recurrence of similar actions, and make
adequate compensation for the losses of the Vietnamese fishermen.

Also read | Vietnam protests Beijing’s sinking of South China Sea boat

There have been incidents involving Chinese fishing vessels and the Chinese Coast Guard with
Indonesian fishing vessels in waters around the Natuna Sea as well. In February, Chinese
fishing boats flanked by Chinese Coast Guard vessels dropped their trawl nets yet again.
China’s illegal fishing near the Natuna Sea carries global consequences, reminding regional
governments of Beijing’s expanding claims to the South China Sea through which one-third of
the world’s maritime trade flows.

Besides these incidents, there were satellite images showing a Chinese military plane landing
on Kagitingan Reef in the West Philippine Sea in late March. There are also reports that China
recently opened a research station on Kagitingan and Zamora Reef, also in the West Philippine
Sea, to gather data on the ecology, geology, and environment in the Spratlys.

It seems as though the COVID-19 outbreak in China did little to diminish the country’s strategy
of regional expansion. Routine operations of transport aircraft in the South China Sea indicate
that the Chinese military is hardly affected by the country’s health crisis.

Other claimant countries such as the Philippines have condemned the sinking of the Vietnamese
fishing vessel. The Foreign Ministry of the Philippines issued a statement that said, “Such
incidents undermine relations between Southeast Asian nations and Beijing.” Meanwhile, the
U.S. State Department also published a statement, “We call on the PRC to remain focused on
supporting international efforts to combat the global pandemic, and to stop exploiting the
distraction or vulnerability of other states to expand its unlawful claims in the South China Sea.”
These encroachments and advances by China in the South China Sea not only dampen China’s
image globally, and affect its relations with its Southeast Asian neighbours, but also raise
questions on why it continues its assertiveness in the disputed waters when most of the claimant
states are having to contend with the challenges posed by COVID-19.

https://www.thehindu.com/topic/coronavirus/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/vietnam-protests-beijings-sinking-of-south-china-sea-boat/article31254902.ece
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Also read | China’s actions in South China Sea shows changing geopolitical realities, says Gen.
Naravane

While a military policy of expansion in the neighbourhood can be one way of shoring up the
credibility of the Chinese Communist Party, which has been bruised by its handling of the
COVID-19 outbreak, it is also a response to what many in the party would view as a rare window
of opportunity as the U.S. is grappling with the pandemic. American ties with Vietnam have been
on an upward trajectory in recent times. Vietnam has been an ardent supporter of the U.S.’s
freedom of navigation operations (FONOPS) carried out in the South China Sea. China has
always taken a strong stand against these FONOPS of the U.S. It has flexed its muscles to
match up to these operations. In that direction, China also recently conducted anti-submarine
drills in the disputed areas soon after the Pentagon deployed the U.S.-guided missile destroyer
USS McCampbell in a FONOP in the South China Sea before the pandemic hit the U.S.
mainland with full force.

At present, Vietnam is the chair of the ASEAN and will be presiding over the discussions on the
Code of Conduct which has been a work in progress for long. Vietnam has always been in
favour of non-claimant countries or external players having an active voice and calling out China
for its growing assertiveness in these contested waters. Among all the claimant countries,
Vietnam has always taken a strong stand against Chinese actions in the South China Sea.
Unlike the Philippines, which has changed its stance quite often with respect to Chinese
activities in the South China Sea, and Indonesia, which recognised the Chinese threat in the
Natuna Sea rather late, Vietnam has held a firm stand against the China. Even with regard to its
COVID-19 response, Vietnam was the first country in the ASEAN to suspend all flights to and
from China as early as February. Hence, China has always kept a watch on Vietnamese
manoeuvres in the South China Sea dispute.

Also read | China refutes report its ship fired laser at U.S. navy plane

As China seeks to restore its global credibility, creating tensions in the South China Sea should
be the least of its priorities. A more generous China during a global pandemic might go a long
way in ensuring its global ascent. But that’s a hope that has been belied many a times in the
past and it’s unlikely that the Chinese Communist Party would let go of its regional security
agenda of expansion.

Harsh V. Pant is Director, Studies, at Observer Research Foundation, New Delhi, and Professor
of International Relations, King's College London; Premesha Saha is an Associate Fellow with
the ORF’s Strategic Studies Programme
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THE TACITUS TRAP
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Chinese attempts to displace American economic and strategic hegemony in the international
system were not going to be without friction. This competition opened up the prospect of what
Graham Allison described as the Thucydides Trap — the possibility of deepening tension as one
great power seeks to replace another. This tension has now been immeasurably deepened. The
Trump administration has been seeking to redefine the terms of the economic relationship with
China. And the COVID-19 crisis has turned the world public opinion against China in ways that
were unimaginable a few months ago. China is being widely held responsible for a cover-up and
a delay in the global response to the virus. Country after country is rethinking its economic
relationship with China.

But when the dynamics of the Thucydides Trap were being analysed, few had imagined that this
competition would break out when both the Chinese and the American political systems would
be facing deep internal challenges. This opens up the possibility of overlaying what is known as
the Tacitus Trap over the Thucydides Trap. The Chinese coined the term, “Tacitus Trap,” in
homage to the great Roman historian, Tacitus. This trap describes a condition where a
government has lost credibility to the point where it is deemed to be lying, even if it speaks the
truth. President Xi Jinping himself used this term as a call to arms to the Chinese government to
maintain its credibility. What tactics the Chinese government will adopt to achieve this end is an
open question. But even the Chinese coiners of the term could not have imagined that the
Tacitus Trap might not just be a challenge facing China. It could become the defining political
condition of our time. Authoritarian governments would face a credibility crisis because of their
propensity to control information. Many democratic governments face a different credibility crisis:
Hyper-partisanship would simply make truth or lies a function of which side was saying it,
making sober collective action difficult. The existence of a possible Tacitus Trap exacerbates the
risks of the Thucydides Trap.

A great power competition is riskier when the political systems of the great powers display
greater pathologies than strength. The Chinese and American political systems are by no means
equivalent. But their weaknesses seem to be gaining the upper hand. In the US, healthy political
competition has been replaced by hyper-partisanship: At the federal level, many of the checks
and balances on executive power have been denuded; American federalism which was a shock
absorber is now also a potential source of conflict; class conflict is at the deepest it has been for
decades. With President Donald Trump there is looming uncertainty over just how much the
institutional frame of American politics might get tested. But one surest sign of an internal
pathology is when a power gives up the very ideas that gave it deep internal and external
legitimacy. America made horrendous mistakes in the conduct of its international affairs. But it
was able to absorb the moral costs of those mistakes because of the ideological allure of its
model — grounded in openness. The American system has a capacity for renewal. But it will be
a long haul.

The Chinese regime will face a deeper legitimacy crisis of its own. A legitimacy crisis does not
mean a weakening hold on power. It can have the opposite effect — an aggressive and coercive
hunkering down of elites. But the signs of a crisis are apparent: The increasing use of coercion,
surveillance and repression and the even more insistent control of information orders. The
Chinese government might get high marks for its lockdown strategy. But the stigma that it
covered up the facts and inflicted needless damage on China and the world will gnaw at its
political system. China’s relatively quiet confidence that it would gain global ascendancy in the

https://indianexpress.com/article/world/china-coronavirus-tracker-region-wise-cases-and-deaths/
https://indianexpress.com/about/coronavirus/
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world system has been replaced over the last few years by a bellicose diplomatic
aggressiveness. This is not a sure-footed regime confident of its capabilities and growing
external legitimacy.

This internal disarray in both superpowers heightens external risks. Domestic political
compulsions to take a more aggressive external posture towards the world are heightened.
There is little doubt now that the “China Question” will now be one central theme of the
American election, and partly understandably so. But the China question will, in some senses,
displace, the thornier questions over economic and social policies of both parties. It will be the
trope through which internal contradictions are papered over. And in that context, the incentive
of both parties will be to outbid each other in the hard line they propose.

China is in an even more difficult situation. There is no question that the world will increasingly
call China to account for its actions during this crisis. The intention may not necessarily be to
censure China. It can be driven by the desire to ensure that there are sufficient levels of
transparency and international cooperation to both combat the virus, and to minimise the risks of
such events being repeated. But the Chinese regime will not find it easy to accommodate the
international community, without in some senses, risking opening up a domestic can of worms.
Such openness and transparency would now be inconsistent with the principles by which the
regime now secures its internal legitimacy. It will also be hard to do, without a serious loss of
face, in the context of the China question now becoming the central axis of American politics.
The autonomous dynamic of nationalism in one country can risk reinforcing it in the other.

The challenges of dealing with the pandemic or existing interdependencies may yet impose a
degree of sobriety on both superpowers. But the demands on internal legitimation are
increasingly pointing in a direction where both countries will not find it easy to dial back from
ratcheting up tensions, in ways that might make delicate diplomacy more difficult.

We are at a transformative moment where almost all the rules of the international order are
potentially up for renegotiation, from trade to cybersecurity, from the environment to pandemic
risks. The massive economic shock of the COVID crisis is going to occasion deep restructuring
of the domestic economies. But for these challenges to occur when the political systems of both
superpowers are becoming exaggerated caricatures of themselves does not bode well. We
might not just be in G-Zero world, with the two major powers abdicating their international
responsibilities; we might be in G-minus-two world, where the internal credibility crises of the
governments of the major powers work simultaneously to the detriment of the international
system.

The writer is contributing editor, The Indian Express

 The Indian Express is now on Telegram. Click here to join our channel (@indianexpress)
and stay updated with the latest headlines
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RBI: SRI LANKA TO SEEK $400 MN DEBT SWAP
FACILITY FROM RBI TO MEET SHORT TERM
FINANCIAL NEEDS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

Colombo: Sri Lanka is set to enter into an agreement with the Reserve Bank of India for a
currency swap worth USD 400 million to boost the foreign reserves and ensure the financial
stability of the country which is badly hit by the COVID-19 pandemic, a top minister has said.

The Cabinet has approved a proposal made by Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa as the
Finance Minister to enter into an agreement with the RBI for the financing facility to meet short-
term international liquidity requirements, Co-Cabinet spokesman Information and
Communication Minister Bandula Gunawardena said.

Sri Lanka will enter into the agreement with the RBI for a Bilateral Currency Swap Arrangement
worth USD 400 million, Gunawardena said, adding the facility from the RBI is aimed at boosting
the island nation's foreign reserves.

The swap arrangement is a decision two countries reach while doing trade related payment.

Sri Lanka has placed critical economic measures to save the resources hit badly by the COVID-
19 pandemic which has infected 373 persons in the country and the death toll reached 7.

Addressing the Cabinet media briefing yesterday, Gunawardena said the Cabinet meeting
chaired by President Gotabaya Rajapaksa paid special attention to the control of the coronavirus
pandemic, its success and the distribution of goods and relief to the people.

The minister pointed out that the whole world is now experiencing the economic collapse since
World War II resulted from the COVID-19 outbreak and a single country alone cannot find a
solution to the crisis.

So the Cabinet of Ministers has approved this proposal in order to ensure the financial stability
of the country, Gunawardena said.

The country has ordered imports restrictions to prevent non-essential imports. This is in view of
the local rupee falling to its historical low against the US dollar. The rupee now hovers over 195
to the dollar gaining somewhat from being down to 200 mark.

The government has also announced talks with Asian Development Bank and China's Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank. A USD 300 million budgetary support is anticipated from the
ADB, officials said.

The announcement for getting the USD 400 million financial facility from India came as the rating
agency, Fitch on Wednesday warned Sri Lanka to reform its soft-peg and block the ability of its
domestic operations department to inject large volumes of cash below the ceiling policy rate to
stop monetary instability.

Last month, during a video conference of Prime Minister Narendra Modi along with leaders and
representatives from SAARC nations, Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa said, "Our
economy has taken a severe blow due to the coronavirus, particularly in tourism... Our exports
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are also adversely affected."

Tourism is the third-largest earner of foreign exchange in Sri Lanka. The decline in tourist
arrivals has hit the island nation's tourism industry in a big way.

Largely owing to the COVID-19 pandemic, the World Bank recently forecast Sri Lankan
economy to contract by 3 per cent this year as against a 2.4 per cent estimated growth last year,
whilst the IMF predicted the global economy to contract by 3 per cent as well.
Colombo: Sri Lanka is set to enter into an agreement with the Reserve Bank of India for a
currency swap worth USD 400 million to boost the foreign reserves and ensure the financial
stability of the country which is badly hit by the COVID-19 pandemic, a top minister has said.

The Cabinet has approved a proposal made by Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa as the
Finance Minister to enter into an agreement with the RBI for the financing facility to meet short-
term international liquidity requirements, Co-Cabinet spokesman Information and
Communication Minister Bandula Gunawardena said.

Sri Lanka will enter into the agreement with the RBI for a Bilateral Currency Swap Arrangement
worth USD 400 million, Gunawardena said, adding the facility from the RBI is aimed at boosting
the island nation's foreign reserves.

The swap arrangement is a decision two countries reach while doing trade related payment.

Sri Lanka has placed critical economic measures to save the resources hit badly by the COVID-
19 pandemic which has infected 373 persons in the country and the death toll reached 7.

Addressing the Cabinet media briefing yesterday, Gunawardena said the Cabinet meeting
chaired by President Gotabaya Rajapaksa paid special attention to the control of the coronavirus
pandemic, its success and the distribution of goods and relief to the people.

The minister pointed out that the whole world is now experiencing the economic collapse since
World War II resulted from the COVID-19 outbreak and a single country alone cannot find a
solution to the crisis.

So the Cabinet of Ministers has approved this proposal in order to ensure the financial stability
of the country, Gunawardena said.

The country has ordered imports restrictions to prevent non-essential imports. This is in view of
the local rupee falling to its historical low against the US dollar. The rupee now hovers over 195
to the dollar gaining somewhat from being down to 200 mark.

The government has also announced talks with Asian Development Bank and China's Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank. A USD 300 million budgetary support is anticipated from the
ADB, officials said.

The announcement for getting the USD 400 million financial facility from India came as the rating
agency, Fitch on Wednesday warned Sri Lanka to reform its soft-peg and block the ability of its
domestic operations department to inject large volumes of cash below the ceiling policy rate to
stop monetary instability.

Last month, during a video conference of Prime Minister Narendra Modi along with leaders and
representatives from SAARC nations, Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa said, "Our
economy has taken a severe blow due to the coronavirus, particularly in tourism... Our exports
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are also adversely affected."

Tourism is the third-largest earner of foreign exchange in Sri Lanka. The decline in tourist
arrivals has hit the island nation's tourism industry in a big way.

Largely owing to the COVID-19 pandemic, the World Bank recently forecast Sri Lankan
economy to contract by 3 per cent this year as against a 2.4 per cent estimated growth last year,
whilst the IMF predicted the global economy to contract by 3 per cent as well.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-04-25

AUSTRALIA PITCHES FOR TRILATERAL TIES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Australia

India and Australia would face common challenges in the Indo-Pacific as COVID-19 was
stretching much of the world’s governmental capacity, Barry O’Farrell, Australian High
Commissioner-designate, said in an address to the National Defence College (NDC) through
videoconference. He called for greater cooperation, especially among India, Australia and
Indonesia.

Cooperation between India and Australia in southeast Asia was a natural fit. “As a starting point,
we should build on last year’s successful trilateral maritime security workshop with Indonesia to
identify new ways that our three countries can collaborate to be the best possible custodians of
the Indian Ocean,” he said.

In a separate development, the Australian High Commission, in coordination with the MEA, gave
a ride to India’s Ambassador to Indonesia Pradeep Rawat and his family in one of the
repatriation flights to Australia that had a stopover at Denpasar in Indonesia, official sources
said.

Diplomatic sources said: “Australia was very happy and keen to help two of our strongest Indo-
Pacific partners, India and Indonesia, in this matter. The trilateral cooperation had been growing
and would continue to be important as we considered the implications of COVID-19 for Indo-
Pacific regional order.”

Mr. O’Farrell said COVID-19 would not necessarily change the nature of threats but would
hasten the pace at which they were developing.
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AT THE EDGE OF A NEW NUCLEAR ARMS RACE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: International Treaties & Agreements, and other important

organizations

In mid-April, a report issued by the United States State Department on “Adherence to and
Compliance with Arms Control, Nonproliferation, and Disarmament Agreements and
Commitments (Compliance Report)” raised concerns that China might be conducting nuclear
tests with low yields at its Lop Nur test site, in violation of its Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban
Treaty (CTBT) undertakings.

The U.S. report also claims that Russia has conducted nuclear weapons experiments that
produced a nuclear yield and were inconsistent with ‘zero yield’ understanding underlying the
CTBT, though it was uncertain about how many such experiments had been conducted.

Also read | Bringing nuclear test ban treaty into force central pillar of global disarmament push:
U.N. chief

Russia and China have rejected the U.S.’s claims, but with growing rivalry among major powers
the report is a likely harbinger of a new nuclear arms race which would also mark the demise of
the CTBT that came into being in 1996 but has failed to enter into force even after a quarter
century.

For decades, a ban on nuclear testing was seen as the necessary first step towards curbing the
nuclear arms race but Cold War politics made it impossible. A Partial Test Ban Treaty was
concluded in 1963 banning underwater and atmospheric tests but this only drove testing
underground. By the time the CTBT negotiations began in Geneva in 1994, global politics had
changed. The Cold War had ended and the nuclear arms race was over. The Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, or the USSR, had broken up and its principal testing site, Semipalatinsk,
was in Kazakhstan (Russia still had access to Novaya Zemlya near the Arctic circle). In 1991,
Russia declared a unilateral moratorium on testing, followed by the U.S. in 1992. By this time,
the U.S. had conducted 1,054 tests and Russia, 715.

Negotiations were often contentious. France and China continued testing, claiming that they had
conducted far fewer tests and needed to validate new designs since the CTBT did not imply an
end to nuclear deterrence. France and the U.S. even toyed with the idea of a CTBT that would
permit testing at a low threshold, below 500 tonnes of TNT equivalent. This was one-thirtieth of
the “Little Boy”, the bomb the U.S. dropped on Hiroshima on August 6, 1945 — its explosive
yield was estimated to be the equivalent of 15,000 tonnes of TNT. Civil society and the non-
nuclear weapon states reacted negatively to such an idea and it was dropped. Some countries
proposed that the best way to verify a comprehensive test ban would be to permanently shut
down all test sites, an idea that was unwelcome to the nuclear weapon states.

Also read | Head of U.N. nuclear test ban group: Teach your children well

Eventually, the U.S. came up with the idea of defining the “comprehensive test ban” as a “zero
yield” test ban that would prohibit supercritical hydro-nuclear tests but not sub-critical
hydrodynamic nuclear tests. Once the United Kingdom and France came on board, the U.S. was
able to prevail upon Russia and China to accept this understanding. After all, this was the
moment of the U.S.’s unipolar supremacy. At home, the Clinton administration in the U.S.
satisfied the hawks by announcing a science-based nuclear Stockpile Stewardship and
Management Program, a generously funded project to keep the nuclear laboratories in business
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and the Pentagon happy. Accordingly, the CTBT prohibits all parties from carrying out “any
nuclear weapon test explosion or any other nuclear explosion”; these terms are neither defined
nor elaborated.

Another controversy arose regarding the entry-into-force provisions (Article 14) of the treaty.
After India’s proposals for anchoring the CTBT in a disarmament framework did not find
acceptance, in June 1996, India announced its decision to withdraw from the negotiations.
Unhappy at this turn, the U.K., China and Pakistan took the lead in revising the entry-into-force
provisions. The new provisions listed 44 countries by name whose ratification was necessary for
the treaty to enter into force and included India. India protested that this attempt at arm-twisting
violated a country’s sovereign right to decide if it wanted to join a treaty but was ignored. The
CTBT was adopted by a majority vote and opened for signature.

Of the 44 listed countries, to date only 36 have ratified the treaty. China, Egypt, Iran, Israel and
the U.S. have signed but not ratified. China maintains that it will only ratify it after the U.S. does
so but the Republican dominated Senate had rejected it in 1999. In addition, North Korea, India
and Pakistan are the three who have not signed. All three have also undertaken tests after 1996;
India and Pakistan in May 1998 and North Korea six times between 2006 and 2017. The CTBT
has therefore not entered into force and lacks legal authority.

Nevertheless, an international organisation to verify the CTBT was established in Vienna with a
staff of about 230 persons and an annual budget of $130 million. Ironically, the U.S. is the
largest contributor with a share of $17 million. The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organisation (CTBTO) runs an elaborate verification system built around a network of over 325
seismic, radionuclide, infrasound and hydroacoustic (underwater) monitoring stations. The
CTBTO has refrained from backing the U.S.’s allegations.

Also read | An end to arms control consensus

The key change from the 1990s is that the U.S.’s unipolar moment is over and strategic
competition among major powers is back. The U.S. now identifies Russia and China as ‘rivals’.
Its Nuclear Posture Review asserts that the U.S. faces new nuclear threats because both Russia
and China are increasing their reliance on nuclear weapons. The U.S., therefore, has to expand
the role of its nuclear weapons and have a more usable and diversified nuclear arsenal. The
Trump administration has embarked on a 30-year modernisation plan with a price tag of $1.2
trillion, which could go up over the years. Readiness levels at the Nevada test site that has been
silent since 1992 are being enhanced to permit resumption of testing at six months notice.

Russia and China have been concerned about the U.S.’s growing technological lead particularly
in missile defence and conventional global precision-strike capabilities. Russia has responded
by exploring hypersonic delivery systems and theatre systems while China has embarked on a
modernisation programme to enhance the survivability of its arsenal which is considerably
smaller. In addition, both countries are also investing heavily in offensive cyber capabilities.

The new U.S. report stops short of accusing China for a violation but refers to “a high level of
activity at the Lop Nur test site throughout 2019” and concludes that together with its lack of
transparency, China provokes concerns about its intent to observe the zero-yield moratorium on
testing.

Editorial | Unclear doctrine: On ‘No First Use’ nuclear policy

The U.S. claims that Russian experiments have generated nuclear yield but is unable to indicate
how many such experiments were conducted in 2019. It suggests that Russia could be testing in

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/an-end-to-arms-control-consensus/article29236033.ece
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a manner that releases nuclear energy from an explosive canister, generating suspicions about
its compliance.

The New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New START) limits U.S. and Russian arsenals but
will expire in 2021 and U.S. President Donald Trump has already indicated that he does not plan
to extend it. Instead, the Trump administration would like to bring China into some kind of
nuclear arms control talks, something China has avoided by pointing to the fact that the U.S. and
Russia still account for over 90% of global nuclear arsenals.

Both China and Russia have dismissed the U.S.’s allegations, pointing to the Trump
administration’s backtracking from other negotiated agreements such as the Iran nuclear deal or
the U.S.-Russia Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty. Tensions with China are
already high with trade and technology disputes, militarisation in the South China Sea and most
recently, with the novel coronavirus pandemic. The U.S. could also be preparing the ground for
resuming testing at Nevada.

The Cold War rivalry was already visible when the nuclear arms race began in the 1950s. New
rivalries have already emerged. Resumption of nuclear testing may signal the demise of the ill-
fated CTBT, marking the beginnings of a new nuclear arms race.

Rakesh Sood is a former diplomat and presently Distinguished Fellow at the Observer Research
Foundation
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THE SCRIPT OF DISRUPTION AND A NEW ORDER
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

The COVID-19 pandemic is unprecedented, involving as it does far too many variables. The
very complexity of the novel coronavirus leads to radical uncertainty. Hence, it it unlikely that the
world will ever be the same again. Abnormal could well become the new normal.

COVID-19 | Interactive map of confirmed coronavirus cases in India

Pandemics have often changed the world and reshaped human society. Empires have
collapsed. Commentators are already talking of fundamental alterations in governance and
business norms. What is left unsaid — and likely to pose an even bigger challenge — is the
extent to which the pandemic will impact human values and conduct. There is already concern
that a diminution in human values could occur, and with this, the concept of an international
community might well cease to exist. Each nation is tending to look inwards, concentrating on its
narrowly defined national interests.

As prices soar, thieves target milk packets

It is singularly unfortunate that at a time like this, existing international institutions such as the
United Nations, the United Nations Security Council and the World Health Organization (WHO)
are seen to have failed to measure up to the grave challenge posed by the pandemic.

While the UN Security Council is under attack for being slow in dealing with a situation that
appears, at least on the surface, far graver than any military threat in recent decades, WHO has
been tarred with the charge of bias and of grossly underestimating the nature of the epidemic.
That prestigious global institutions should have been singled out for attack at this time speaks
volumes about the mood prevailing across the world.

Coronavirus | ICMR says no payment made for Chinese test kits supplies

There are many other aspects of the COVID-19 crisis that will drastically impact the globe. On
the economic front, the World Bank has already predicted negative growth for most nations.
India’s growth forecast for the current fiscal year has been put at 1.5% to 2.8%. Contraction of
the economy and the loss of millions of jobs across all segments will further complicate this
situation.

What is likely to change even more dramatically are certain other aspects relating to political
management and security. Both terms are set to gain new meanings. The role of the state as an
enforcer of public good will almost certainly become greatly enhanced. The dominant imperative
would be to not put limits on the role of the state even where the situation may not be as grave
as the present one. Many pieces of legislation of yesteryears that had been relegated to the
archives — they were perceived to be anachronistic in a modern democratic set-up — may get a
new lease of life. Some pieces of legislation such as the Disaster Management Act already
reflect this reality today. Other pieces of legislation could follow in its wake.

Modified TB machine for COVID-19 testing at Ernakulam medical college

This trend is already becoming evident to some extent across the world. Europe has shown a
willingness to sacrifice personal liberties in favour of greater state control.
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There are no serious protests over the fact that many of the powers being vested in the
instruments of state in democracies today, to meet the current challenge, are eerily similar to
those already practised by authoritarian regimes such as China.

Post COVID-19, the world may have to pay a heavy price in terms of loss of liberty. An
omnipotent state could well become a reality.

Far-reaching changes can also be anticipated in the realm of geo-economics and geopolitics.
The world needs to prepare for a sea change. One nation, viz. China, is presently seeking to
take advantage of and benefit from the problems faced by the rest of the world in the wake
of the epidemic. Already one of the most prominent nations of the world and an important player
in international institutions, China remains totally unfazed by the stigma that the current world
pandemic owes a great deal to its negligence — the first identified and detected COVID-19
victim in Wuhan was on December 1, 2019, but it was only in the second week of January 2020,
that China sounded the alarm. More importantly, it is seeking to convert its ‘failure’ into a
significant opportunity. This is Sino-centrism at its best, or possibly its worst.

Fewer districts in T.N. report fresh cases

Already indispensable as the world’s supplier of manufactured goods, China now seeks to
benefit from the fact of its ‘early recovery’ to take advantage of the travails of the rest of the
world, by using its manufacturing capability to its geo-economic advantage. Simultaneously, it
seeks to shift from being a Black Swan (responsible for the pandemic), to masquerade as a
White one, by offering medical aid and other palliatives to several Asian and African countries to
meet their current pandemic threat. In turn, it seeks to gain a geopolitical advantage by this
action.

China also seems to be preparing for the eventuality that the current pandemic could hollow out
the financial viability of many companies, institutions and banks across the world. There are
enough reports of China’s intentions to acquire financial assets and stakes in banks and
companies across the world, taking advantage of the scaled-down value of their assets to
support this. India seems to have woken up only recently to this threat, after the Peoples’ Bank
of China acquired a 1% stake in India’s HDFC, taking advantage of the sharp decline in the price
of HDFC stocks. Across the world, meanwhile, the clamour against China’s hostile takeover bids
is becoming stronger. Several countries apart from India, such as Australia and Germany, have
begun to restrict Chinese foreign direct investment in companies and financial institutions in their
countries, recognising the inherent danger of a possible Chinese hostile takeover of their critical
assets.

This may not, however, be adequate to checkmate China, which is poised to dominate the
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), thus enabling it to exploit market
access across the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, East Asian nations, Australia and
New Zealand. Together with its Belt and Road Initiative, which seeks to combine regional
connectivity alongside gaining a virtual economic and substantial stranglehold across Asia,
China is ostensibly preparing the way for a China-centric multilateral globalisation framework.

The geopolitical fallout of this pandemic could be still more serious. One distinct possibility is
that COVID-19 would effectively put paid to the existing global order that has existed since the
late 1940s. The United States which is already being touted in some circles as a ‘failing’
state, will be compelled to cede ground. Weakened economically and politically after COVID-19
has ravaged the nation, the U.S.’s capacity to play a critical role in world affairs is certain to
diminish. The main beneficiary of this geopolitical turnaround is likely to be China, a country that
does not quite believe in playing by the rules of international conduct. Europe, in the short and
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medium term, will prove incapable of defining and defending its common interests, let alone
having any influence in world affairs. Germany, which may still retain some of its present
strength, is already turning insular, while both France and a post-Brexit United Kingdom will be
out of the reckoning as of now.

Hotels to revise SOPs to ensure safety of guests, staff

Coming to West Asia, both Saudi Arabia and Iran are set to face difficult times. The oil price
meltdown will aggravate an already difficult situation across the region. There may be no victors,
but Israel may be one country that is in a position to exploit this situation to its advantage. In the
meantime, the economic downturn greatly reduces India’s room for manoeuvre. In South Asia, it
faces the prospect of being isolated, with the Chinese juggernaut winning Beijing new friends
and contacts across a region deeply impacted by the economic consequences of the COVID-19
pandemic. Likewise, India’s leverage in West Asia — already greatly diminished — will suffer
further, with oil prices going down and the Indian expatriate community (who are among the
hardest hit by this downturn) out on a limb. Many of the latter may seek repatriation back to the
host country, substantially reducing the inflow of foreign funds to India from the region.

M.K. Narayanan is a former National Security Adviser and a former Governor of West Bengal
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A TASK FOR SOUTH ASIA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: SAARC and India

Traffic policemen offer prayers before breaking their fast along a street in Karachi on April 28,
2020 during a government-imposed nationwide lockdown.   | Photo Credit: AFP

South Asia, one of the world’s most populous regions, is also affected by the COVID-19
pandemic. Both Karachi and Mumbai, among the world’s most densely populated cities, where
we live and work, are being overwhelmed by cases. While the death rate in these places may
not be as alarming as in Europe and the U.S., the collateral damage of the lockdown is taking its
own toll.

While there are many differences amongst the countries of the region, there are also common
features which impact the health of its people, some of them a result of our shared cultural and
geopolitical history. The collective experience of dealing with COVID-19 may provide important
lessons, which transcend national boundaries.

South Asian countries have invested very little in health. This is reflected in our abysmally low
health parameters. It is interesting that Britain, which formulated our health policies before
independence, went on to form one of the world’s strongest public health systems, the National
Health Service, whereas its South Asian colonies chose to stray from that path. This resulted in
a dysfunctional public healthcare system.

Coronavirus | SAARC countries unite to combat COVID-19 infections

Governments have also relinquished what ought to have been their primary duty, of health care
provision, to the private sector. Having become an industry, the focus of healthcare in the private
sector is on profit rather than on people’s needs. Whilst privatisation has brought in advanced
technology and expertise, the high costs of treatment in the private sector have resulted in
impoverishment as most of the population has no insurance or third-party coverage, and pays
out of pocket. The sector has also been poorly regulated. The result is that it is responsible for
several excesses in its quest for profit.

Hunger, malnutrition, poor sanitation and large-scale migration are features of this region.
Existing infectious diseases like TB, HIV and malaria have been worsened by emerging ones
like dengue, chikungunya, healthcare-associated infections and antimicrobial resistance. The
region is also an epicentre of an epidemic of lifestyle diseases.

Constant internal and external conflicts in South Asia not only consume a large portion of
national budgets, but also divert the attention of the public and policymakers from healthcare
needs. Defence budgets take the largest share of national budgets, and obviously adversely
impact social sector spending. Underfunded public health is going to hinder our capacity to fight
COVID-19.

Coronavirus | South Asia remains an outlier in infections

Religion continues to occupy a central space in the society and politics of the region. Though it
offers succour to many, religious dogma can impact health policy and health-seeking behaviour.
The refusal of devotees across Pakistan to avoid religious congregations during Ramadan
despite the government’s orders has significantly fed the community spread of the virus. On the
other hand, the Tablighi Jamaat congregation in Delhi was used to whip up sentiments against
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the entire Muslim population in India. This will only put a further strain on the social fabric. The
medical community must emphasise that religious practices cannot be exceptions to epidemic-
control practices.

If there is a silver lining, COVID-19 has forced us to seriously reflect on our healthcare system.
This is welcome if it results in policy change. Healthcare professionals and bodies must seize
this opportunity to push our respective governments to address it seriously and not just as a pre-
election strategy. A long-term commitment to universal health care, with not only a national but
also a regional and global focus, is needed.

The SAARC heads of state have already offered help to one another. A regional strategy has a
better chance of controlling the pandemic than isolated national-level efforts. Pooling of
resources and sharing data may not only help flatten the curve but perhaps even develop into
longer-term efforts towards effective treatment. It is being speculated that our populations are
behaving differently; that the BCG vaccine may be a protective influence. Joint research into
such areas can be a unifying point for SAARC.

Coronavirus | South Asia needs a humanitarian response to the COVID-19 pandemic: Ranil
Wickremesinghe

The region’s healthcare community has many tasks. We have the responsibility of upholding
science as the guiding principle of policy, of guarding against fake cures, unethical
experimentation and quackery. We also have the onerous task of convincing our people that
regional conflicts fuelled by geopolitical interests are not in our mutual interest. This could even
mean standing up to populist narratives on nationalism and reminding our citizens that the real
threat to the security of our nations is our misplaced priorities. It is in our collective interest to
look at health security and not just national security. By the accident of their birth, South Asians
have endured a lot. They merit better.

Aamir Jafarey is a surgeon based in Karachi and Sanjay Nagral is a surgeon based in Mumbai
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INDIA SIGNS $1.5 BILLION LOAN WITH ADB TO
SUPPORT INDIA’S COVID-19 IMMEDIATE RESPONSE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: ADB and India

Ministry of Finance

India signs $1.5 billion loan with ADB to support India’s
COVID-19 immediate response

Posted On: 28 APR 2020 4:50PM by PIB Delhi

The Government of India and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) today signed a $1.5 billion
loan that will support the government’s response to the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
pandemic, focusing on immediate priorities such as disease containment and prevention, as well
as social protection for the poor and economically vulnerable sections of the society, especially
women and disadvantaged groups.

The signatories to the loan agreement for the ADB’s COVID-19 Active Response and
Expenditure Support Programme (CARES Programme) were ShriSameer Kumar Khare,
Additional Secretary (Fund Bank and ADB), in the Department of Economic Affairs in Ministry of
Finance, and Kenichi Yokoyama, Country Director, ADB, in India.

Earlier, the ADB’s Board of Directors approved the loan to provide budget support to the
government to counter and mitigate the adverse health and socio-economic impact of the
pandemic.

“We thank ADB’s timely assistance for the government’s immediate response measures to the
coronavirus pandemic to implement (i) COVID-19 containment plan to rapidly ramp up test-
track-treatment capacity, and (ii) social protection for the poor, vulnerable, women, and
disadvantaged groups to protect more than 800 million people over the next three months,” said
ShriKhare. “ADB’s financial and technical support will contribute to the sound implementation of
the government’s far reaching emergency response programs launched in March 2020.”

“ADB is glad to support India’s bold measures to contain the COVID- 19 pandemic outbreak
while protecting the most vulnerable people affected by movement restrictions, by fast-tracking
and delivering the largest ever loan to India. We will continue to engage with the government to
strengthen the implementation framework and capacities including monitoring and evaluation
systems of its health services and social protection programmes so that the benefits reach to the
poor, women, and other disadvantaged people,” said Mr Yokoyama.

Earlier, during the telephone call with Smt. NirmalaSitharaman, Minister of Finance & Corporate
Affairs and ADB Governor on 9thApril 2020, ADB President MrMasatsuguAsakawa conveyed
ADB’s commitment to support India’s emergency needs for the health sector while alleviating the
economic impact of the pandemic, as well as short- to medium-term measures to restore the
dynamic economic growth of the country by exploring all available financing options.       The
CARES Programme is provided as the first support to meet the immediate requirements of the
government. 

Building on the CARES Programme, ADB is also in dialogue with the government for further
possible support for stimulating the economy, support strong growth recovery, and to build
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resilience to future shocks. This includes the support for the affected industries and
entrepreneurs particularly micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs) by facilitating
their access to finance through credit guarantee schemes, MSME integration into global and
national value chains through enterprise development centers, and a credit enhancement facility
for infrastructure projects. Strengthening of public service delivery will be another important
agenda, including the extension of comprehensive primary health services in urban areas, and
of secondary and tertiary health care systems through PPP modalities.

India has taken several decisive measures to contain the outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic,
including a $2 billion health sector spending programme to expand hospital facilities, ramp up
test-track-treatment capacity and launched a $23 billion pro-poor package to provide direct cash
transfer, provide basic consumption goods and free cooking gas cylinders to the poor,
particularly to women, old and socially disadvantaged groups. It has also extended insurance
coverage to frontline health workers engaged in COVID 19 response. The Central bank,
Reserve Bank of India, has slashed policy rates, eased asset quality norms, provided loan
moratoriums, taken measures to support exporters and allowed states to borrow more to meet
their financing requirements. It has also pumped in massive liquidity to support banks, non-
banking financial companies, mutual funds as well as taken measures to push the flow of funds
to the MSMEs and the corporate sector.

 ADB is committed to achieving a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia and the
Pacific, while sustaining its efforts to eradicate extreme poverty. Established in 1966, it is owned
by 68 members—49 from the region.
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